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Barbershop has, very sadly, lost
a classic.

A member since 1953, past Car-
dinal District president and quar-
tet champion, and family mem-
ber of every guy in the Greater
Indianapolis chapter, Phil Miller
passed away August 28 at the
age of 98. Phil had been active
on the risers at each rehearsal
and performance until just a few
months ago after he fell at home
and had a string of complications
and setbacks following his hospi-
talization.

Many of the Ilong-timers will
probably remember Phil as the
little guy who looked just like

Red Skelfon. Many of us will also
remember Phil fondly as a gentle
soul who absolutely LOVED bar-
bershop. At the 2006 Interna-

tional Convention in Indianapolis,
Phil spent most of the conven-
tion sitting at the table at the

entrance to the Harmony Mar-
kelplace, smiling and greeting
everyone as they passed.

Phil leaves behind no blood rela-
tives, but many extended family
members, as his barbershop
friends were truly his family.

God Bless, Phil. We'll miss you,
but heaven can always use an-
other baritone!

0 by Brad and Ann McAlexander

It isn't every day you can be in the
presence of a person who has al-
most 100 years of history to tell
you about! Not only that, but one
who's doing so with precise dates,
names and places! My two hours
with Phil Miller were one of the
most fascinating times | can re-
member! What an amazing life.

Phil was born at his parent's home
at 629 E. 57th St. on July 3, 1911.
There were only two

The Sound Corng

by Bob Boehmer
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Phil wanted to be an architectural

engineer

and he studied those

crafts at Tech, but unfortunately
was unable to find work in that
field after graduation. He enrolled

at Indiana University in the

houses on the block
at that time. He was
the second son of
Minah and Edgar.
Brother Richard was
one year older. He
lost his mother at age
four and his dad at
age 10. The two or-
phaned brothers were
then raised by a se-
ries of families and friends, which
kept them from going into an or-
phanage. Phil attended Broad Rip-
ple Grade School for a time. Other
schools (because he was shifted
from place to place) included one
on the west side at Division and
Ray, Irvington School #55, School
#32 at Capitol and 21st, School #2
at 213 E. Walnut St. and schools in
Brown and Morgan counties. Phil
and Richard then talked their way
into being able to move up to Indi-
anapolis and set up housekeeping
for themselves while attending Ar-
senal Technical High School.

Physical Education pro-
gram, but had to drop out
after two months because
of lack of money. He got a
job selling vacuum cleaners
for a while and did well. He

decided the money wasn't
worth the pain!

It was now 1932. He was 21 years
old. He got into an apprentice pro-
gram at Ajax brewery in Indianapo-
lis. The master brewer's son ad-
vised him of better opportunities at
Heudepohl 6s i n Ci

n't work out,

however, so he

moved to St. Louis and went to
work for Falstaff. Then World War
Il came along. Phil was now 30
years old, but in 1942 he enlisted in
the Air Force and was trained as a
radio specialist and gunner. While

n

traini he

ng,

with Clark Gable and Ronald

Reagan
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also took up semi-
professional boxing at the
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big guy!d). Then
Force base near London, where he
was a member of a B26 Martin Ma-
rauder bombing crew. He flew 69
missions over Europe and was shot
down three times. Typical of WW Il
vets, he declines to talk about any
of those details. He returned to the
States in August 1944 and was one
of the first to be discharged under
the points system in May 1945.

He worked in sales with the Holland

Furnace company for a while, then

went into selling steam-electric ra-

diators and again did very well. The

owner of that company also owned

the Hamilton Jewelry store, the

Hoosier Pen Shop and Weiss' deli-
catessen at 17 E. Market. Phil
ended up managing the jewelry

store until he retired in 1980.

His entry into Barbershopping was
facilitated during his early years
with Falstaff. The 1940 Interna-
tional was held in St. Louis, and
Phil was enamored by the sounds
of one of the quartets he heard in

the lobby of the Jefferson Hotel.
That quartet was The Chordbust-

ers. One day in 1952 while in
Evansville on business, he met
some guys who started to sing our
kind of music. Phil, with his great
ear, fit right in. One of the men

invited him to attend a meeting of

the Broad Ripple chapter when he
got back home. He was immedi-
ately asked to join a quartet, and
he sang with The Naptowners for
three years. When Indianapolis
Chapter #4 disbanded, the Broad
Ripple chapter took on the name of

Greater Indianapolis chapter. It had

i bnlywia membdrsf at theotime RhilAi r

became its first president in 1959.

The guys used to raise money by
staging joke contests, with the
worst joke having to donate 25
cents to the treasury! He joined the
Kordinators ~ quartet, which won
the Cardinal District Championship
in 1958. The Kordinators bought
shirts for the chorus. He moved on
to singing with the Notarisers , the
Caballeros , the Over Fifty Four
and finally, the Two Generations
quartets.

The latter quartet was voted Cardi-
nal District Quartet of the year. Phil
was also District President in 1961-
62 and spent much effort and time
as a District coach and coordinator.
He was District B.O.T.Y. in 1963.
His jewelry store was the District
headquarters for many years.

In addition to being the only bari-
tone | know who can sing on the
upper half of the tonal center of
any note (on demand), he also has
sung on every annual show, was
chapter historian for years and
helped Dick Nyikos put together
our 50-year commemorative book.
He continues to be able to stand on
the risers for a whole night (if nec-
essary) in support of the learning
curve leading to competition.

Phil concluded his chat with me by
observing that i
been mighty kind
add how blessed we in this Chapter
and hobby have been to have Phil
in our midst for 53 years!

—

Memorial Service for Phil Mille

Saturday, September 19, 2009
11:00 am

Christ Lutheran Church
345 N. Kitley Ave., Indianapolis
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A Stroll Down Memory Lane,

by Lew Gillespie, editor of

Five Years Ago

Two quartets from the Cir-
cle City Sound, Still At
Large and Sounds Famil-
iar , participated in the Indy
Parks Summer Musical Se-
ries. Still at Large sang
three and Sounds Familiar
sang one of these perform-
ances. The audiences ap-
preciated the barbershop style and
the guys in the quartets repre-
sented us very well.

Patrick McAlexander attended
Harmony Explosion Camp in
Marion, Indiana from July 15-17,
2004. The first rehearsal included

the songs, iAve
Hear t hat ol d
AiHar mony Leads
AThe Water is

tice it was discovered that Patrick
was the only one who had a pitch

Lew Gillespie
Chapter Historian

Inside the Pride , 1991 -1995

Ten Years Ago

A new schedule and
show package were the
highlights of the upcom-
ing fall convention,
t hemed,
Century, o i
Indiana, on October 1-3,
1999. Friday night would
now include the first
round of the quartet contest along
with the fAShow
the district has always had. A dis-
trict decision was made eatrlier this
year to participate in a trial of the
fishow packagebo
group would have 14 minutes on
stage instead of singing the two-
Masroinag, idt .Lovelhti s

Bar Erampdns pvouldt indlude, dhe
t h Sluegmasy Studlent &Jmicah,
Wi d e Louisville,Dkientuicky,gl97f interoa-

from

tional Champions. The chapter
would have five quartets competing

of

alendar
of Events

Thank You Concert

for Christ Lutheran Church

September 13, 3:00 pm

Phil Miller

fiCel ebr at Memofidl Service

C o | ahmetLutteran Church

C

year 6s

pipe, so he became the designated at the Fall Convention: Harmon-
pitch pipe blower for the camp. i zinb6, Four At A T
The international competitor, Large, Grand Entrance, and
McKinley Street Function, were Brickyard Boys.
the section leaders for the camp.
The qguartet i ntr odhe ¢ndydChagtekr was plagning a
Room, 0o and fi Ez e k i gedst nigBtainv Octdbdr ¢o involve
Wheel . 0 The g upasttmembsrs ofvtheoPurdup Musi-
peared on the Saturday night show cal Organizations. New members
were: Afterthought, kKcemeng intodHe chapter via transfer
Guessind, T i andeinger- F oar dual membership would now be
national champion, Nightlife.  Pat- voice tested. BOMO
rick summed up the camp with the I ndi anapolis Ch
these words, il hadchoam bndaJshn. BlcQuistion

whi | e BOMés fTemy Jiful
Upcoming events the chorus was Silke and Jim Sauder. By passing
preparing for were: Fall Contest, ithe bucketo a few

October 1-3, 2004 at Merrillville,
Indiana; Annual Holiday Show at
Christel DeHaan on December 4,
2004, and the Artsgarden Holiday
Music on December 11, 2004.
(Material taken from T7The Beat, Vol.
35, Issue 9, September, 2004, R.
Duane Henry , editor).

rehearsal, more than $250 was
collected to honor Dick Moyer ,
who passed away in August 1999.
(stories taken from /nside The
Pride, Vol. 30, Issue 9, September,
1999, Brad McAlexander , editor).

September 19, 11:00 am

CCS Contest Send -off
Friends and Family Night
h a @hpist louthesad Chtrdh a t
September 28, 7:00 pm

Cardinal District Fall

f o r rCartvention ande@ontésts

Columbus, Indiana
October 2-4
Show
Election of Officers
at chapter meeting
October 12

of

CCS Performance on
Seymour Annual Show
i me, Nogember2f At

Circle City Sounds
of the Season
Ransburg Auditorium
University of Indianapolis
November 29, 3:00 pm

For detailed information on all
ch?pter performances check
> du

weeRlyblli&in, WE T| €

'SSUNS BYTES

y W e rofego to:
www.clrclecitysound.org

we e kagdvigitihe gt
Members Only section

The deadline for the October
issue of 7The Beat is Septem-
ber 24. Send articles to:

Jtroxel@ameritech.net
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2010 International Convention

Philadelphia, PA June 28 - July 4, 2010

As a boy growing up in Waverly, Indiana, | was never
encouraged mu c h t o set
parents had things that they were working hard to
achieve; they just never referred to them as goals.
Honestl vy, | canot remember
setting in high school either. Even the college
classes that | took never really focused on goal
setting. It wasnot unt i
that | learned the importance of setting goals.

| have set some interesting goals for myself
recently. Most of my goals are work-oriented, but |

do have a few that are barbershop-specific.
Successful people know their goals, and some even
have them plastered on the walls of their office to

remind them what they are working towards.

I 6dd |Ii ke to share one of
toward and dreaming about attending the 2010
International Barbershop Convention in Philadelphia,
and optimistically looking forward to singing on the
International stage. In order to realize this goal/dream,
I 6d like to talk to all
with me.

my

of

Many of our current long-standing members have had
the privilege of singing on the International stage. The
rest of us are envious, and we want our chance at the
spotlight. We have a chance to make this dream a
reality if we do well enough at the Fall Convention in
Columbus, Indiana, on October 3. | personally commit

M

-

to both the chorus and our director to do everything

g 0 aWitkin my powebtormake the effort thdt wilt be regyired

to make this dream a reality. | challenge every member
of Circle City Sound to make the same commitment. |
have aor doubtgabout the hevelaob comnitmegtoon the

Randy Freeman
VP PR & MARKETING

i | chall
Sound to

eng
ma

e every memkt
ke the same

part of our director. He probably wants this for us more
thgitove Wasit it foii otirselves.o u . I am working
Please take this challenge seriously. When you have
made your choice, let others around you know that you
are on board. I f you just
the cstage anb Bhilatlelptiay pléaseg just keepothai to
yourself, and act like you can.  Whatever you do,
pl ease donodt get i n t he
reaching our goal.

candé
al ong

way o

Nothing in life is certain except death and taxes, but it
certainly is within the realm of possibility that we could
sing together in Philadelphia in 2010 on the

I nternational stage. I 6m | ooki |

fiShine

Barberpole Cat Learning Program (2

Our Barberpole Cat for the month of September is

n Meo
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From Summersault to Barbershop

by Brent Vaught

It was 11 years ago, the lights were dimmed down and
the theatre was full. A buzz was coming around the
cast as we set to go on stage for our show opener of
Grease my senior year. Two minutes before |1 go on
stage, | slip on the leather T -Bird jacket and begin to
soak into my character, Putzie. Feeling the humorous,
casual sway of Putzie, | make my grand entrance,
singing ASummer Nights. 0
We are all having a great time feeding off the buzz of
the audience. Three-quarters of the way through the
song it is time for my big move, a forward summersault,
back to standing. | backed up and got into position and
| nailed it. Pulling this move off was one of the hardest
things | think | have ever done while performing.

Now itds 11 years |l ater,
except the summersault. Every rehearsal, every show
or even every pickup quartet | sing in, is in its own way
a performance. As a younger boy in choir and plays, |
was always taught to put a clean expression on my face.
Barbershop demands the very same from me every
time, and | try to give nothing less.

What is harder for me is that | have never been in an a
cappella group. My experience in this hobby started a
little over a year ago, and | have grown since. Reading

and understanding music may come to most as an easy

Circle City Sound at the Feast of Lanterns
August 29, 2009

T hvbkat keyoto gart ins Sogl oely n (i

task, but for me, hearing is my
tool for changing the way |
sing. Now | can look at a piece
of music and tell if the next
note goes down or up, but
most of the tim
you if the key is a flat or even

solely on constructive coaching
and my learning tracks. |
recently downloaded Audacity
for my computer. This is an amazing program and fairly
simple to use. So | load a song that we are doing in our
repertoire into Audacity and it loads up in stereo. | take
the track and move the opposite three parts down in

Next | save it as a WAV file and put it into iTunes to be
burned to a CD.

All'in all, I have to put forth a harder effort at home to
be able to do well at rehearsal. Just remember, sporting
figures donét practice on
outside of the game that makes them better. Now if you
tol d me t o go up and do
guarantee that it would be a Vegas act; however if you
gave a week or two | 6m
really cool.

s u

d photos submitted by Larry Tolle
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