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Calendar
of Events

by Brad McAlexander

. . . . Thank You and Welcome
What do the Circle City Sound Chorus and Garry Texeira have in eoboh

common? Christ Lutheran Church
September 10, 7:00 pm

We were both Buckeye Invitational Grand Champions
(we won in 1989, and Garry’s quartet won in 1997), we WWII 86 ™ Fighter Bomber
both have lots of Cardinal District quartet heroes Group Reunion
(Bluegrass Student Union, Interstate Rivals, and Second Clarion Hotel
Edition head Garry’s list of favorites), we both are September 29, 7:00 pm
based in Indianapolis (Garry moved here last year), and
now we’re going to be spending a lot of Monday nights [EEe=UehEIRNS (lvgelel\elilely

together. Louisville, Kentucky
October 5 -7
For those who haven't been around this summer, Garry’s been visiting o
chorus recently to help fill in while director Bryan Hughes has been busy Election of Officers
with his new job as a District official with the Boy Scouts. Bryaently Christ Lutheran Church

told us that the responsibilities of this new position will preclude him f October 15
continuing as our director, and fortunately for us, Garry has agreed to fill

the shoes Bryan filled so capably for the past six and a half years. Eee e e e

. chapter performances
So, Garry, as one of our members asked during rehearsal a couple (repertoire, uniform, meeting

weeks ago, who ARE you? time and place, parking, etc)
check our weekly

Garry grew up in Southern California as the youngest of seven children, bulletin

whose siblings in this very musical family included a twin brother,
Larry. When Garry was 12 and a fledgling singer, his neighbor friend ang
the friend’'s dad, members of the Pasadena Chorus, who knew he liked tq or go to:
sing, asked him if he wanted to come along one night to a chorus re- www.circlecitysound.org
hearsal. and visit the

. ) ) . Members Only section
Garry had a great time that night, and was immediately hooked on barbe

shop. That was over 25 years ago.
The newsletter deadline for thq

Since then, his accomplishments have been very impressive, although October issue of The Beat is
you'd never know it while talking to this very nice, very low-key guy. September 20. Send articles tg

jtroxel@ameritech.net

He was in his first Society quartet in 1985, and went on to sing in other

(Continued on page 3)
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Greater Indianapolis
Chapter 2007

President
Jim Rosenau

VP PR & Marketing
Randy Freeman

VP Chapter Development
Steve Cline

VP Music & Performance
Duane Henry

VP Program
John McQuistion

Secretary
Tom Bradley

Treasurer
Jim Sauder

Immediate Past President
Jerry Troxel

Board Members at Large
David Bloomer
Brad McAlexander
Larry Tolle

Director
Bryan Hughes

Chapter meetings:

Mondays at 7:00 pm
at Christ Lutheran Church
345 N. Kitley Ave.

Guests are always welcome.

Board meetings:

The third Wednesday of each
month at 7:30 pm
at the chapter president's home
All chapter members are encour
aged to attend.

TOPIC OF THE MONTH

“WOW—what a easy question, now, Gotcha Again! is the best!!! (You
see, | can suck up as well as anyone.) Itis a good CD, strong chord ends
sometimes so strong that | cannot hear it all — big chords...”

“Also, | like Max Q, Nightlife, Acoustix and, from an earlier group, the
Suntones, Saturday Evening Post, and Gentlemen's Agreement. These
all have good big basses which | like for some reason that is to be devel-
oped.”

“Bryan and Kurt's KEG CD I like a lot—it is an enjoyable listen.”
—Larry Tolle

“My favorite Barbershop CD has to be “Jukebox Saturday Night” by the
Bluegrass Student Union. The songs on that album (like “Minnie the
Moocher”) became instant classics and remained an integral pagirof t
performances throughout their entire quartet career.”

—Jerry Troxel

NEXT MONTH'S TOPIC:
My favorite comedy quartet performance ...

FROM THE EDITOR’'S DESK

As you read through most of the articles in this
month’s newsletter, you can’t help but come awaysii@ ¢
with the feeling that we are at a new beginning.

But are we? What makes a new beginning? A ng
director? New board members? New music? Né
programs? New ideas?

All of those elements are now coming on line, and will certainly help,
but I think that the “newness,” the reinvention of our chapter and
chorus has to begin with each of us. In the first few weeks of Garny’s
tenure with us, we have seen several familiar faces return to the re-
hearsal hall and join us on the risers. That is great; our sound has
improved measurably, in part due to the sheer numbers of men on the
risers, and also due to the application of new techniques and new
ways to understand and apply our craft.

These new techniques and increased involvement can lead to a revi-
talized chorus, but, as we have seen time and time again, it is up to
each one of us to be there, get involved and consistently apply what
we have learned to make it happen. Are you up to the challenge

)
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(Continued from page 1)
guartets with two future international medalists, Bill Hill (SpkEi@ature) and Brett Littlefield (Nightlife, 1996
international champs).

Also in 1985, a small group of guys from the Pasadena chapter brought Garry alotigemi on what he’s de-
scribed as “the journey of a lifetime” as they chartered the kastédarmony. This fabulous chorus has gone
on to win six international championships, and Garry has been on stage with them axbamnee In fact, he’s
the last active charter member of the chapter, and he hopes to be onitstdlgerwvin 2008 as they defend their
most recent championship.

But the Masters of Harmony are not Garry’s only barbershop passion. ©nelatin Bakersfield, California,
at a district convention in 1996, Garry stood around singing tags until the wesewith three other friends, and
they thought it sounded pretty good. A new quartet was launched.

Through eight years of competition and a personnel change, they honed the
and built a following, gradually moving up in the ranks and eventually earnin e
several international top-ten berths and a silver medal. Garry haiygest thrill £
of his barbershop career when this wonderful quartet, Gotcha!, thrillecotiid ¢
at the international convention in Louisville singing, among other things, decq ‘
of Barberpole Cat songs, and was named our 2004 international champion ¢ ?q i ,‘

K L "
Gary says his natural voice is in the bass range, but all parts are teduheféor him. Garry’s a member of the

Indiana Harmony Brigade, and also competed at the international conventiorathispresenting the Johnny
Appleseed district, singing tenor with TKO.

This warm, humble guy has been called “a master in the art of singing Ibaé&zaor,” by none other than
barbershop coach and arranger extraordinaire David Wright. He oftmoigdhe last singers standing, along
with his fellow Gotcha! members, at any barbershop event he attends, saggraté into the night. Former
Indy chapter member Sonny Griffith said this after Gotcha! headlinétktine Haute chapter show in

2003: “These guys are the opposite of the stereotype that says the elédeygaare unapproachable for Joe
Barbershopper.“ They truly are barbershoppers’ barbershoppers.

Garry is new to directing, but we’re sure to benefit from his vast ksrbe knowledge, vocal and presentation
mastery of our craft, and championship experience as a member of thesMéstarmony leadership team un-
der the expert direction of barbershop legends Greg Lyne, Jeff Oxley, edidaC®istrict native Mark

Hale. In addition to his accomplishments as a singer, one of his speaiditie at MOH was as a visual pres-
entation team leader. Garry is also active coaching both choruses and qilartetsthe country, and has trav-
eled internationally several times with his quartet.

So, if he’s from Southern California, what's Garry doing in Indianapolis?

At that Terre Haute show in 2003, not only did Gotcha! come away with the re$pegs like Sonny, Garry
also came away with the prize of his life. Among the audience membersghiawas a beautiful young
woman named Ashley Millspaugh, the daughter of Cardinal District quarteparaand Muncie Chorus direc-
tor Tony Millspaugh. Garry and Ashley dated for several years, and althougly Astwved out to Southern
California for awhile to be with Garry, they eventually decided tilmdianapolis their home.

Garry works as a Senior Loan Officer, and before he took this position he madgsstcompany knew about
his life as a barbershopper, and they agreed to let him be out of town ed f@all his barbershop activities.

So, is he really going to be our new director?

Well, as of October 1st, we Gotcha! Garry, and we're really glad to have y@u he
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By Lew Gillespie, Editor Inside the Pride 1991-1995

25 Years Ago

ThePride of IndyBarbershop Chorus competed in the 1982 International Convention held in
Pittsburgh, and finished in {place out of 16 competing choruses. With 70 men singing,
the Pride was only 17 points out of f(place. Director of the Indy Chorus at the time was
Bob Weiss who was head of the Department of Physical Education at Ball Statersityive
in Muncie, Indiana.

TheVocal Majority of Dallas, Texas, took the gold medal with 133 men singing. Their two contest numbers
were “You Can Have Every Light on Broadway” and “Red Head.” The othentepifishers in the contest
were as follows: ® Place: Southern Gateway Chorusf Cincinnati, Ohio with 91 men;%BPlace: Harmoniz-
ersfrom Alexandria, Virginia, with 95 men singing were 16 points out of second;pfa®lace: West Towns
Chorus, from Lombard, lllinois with 98 men, directed By. Greg Lyne and %' Place: Peninsulaires from
Peninsula, California, with 82 singers.

Scores from the fall contests extrapolated to three judge totals, dltivatehePride of Indy had the fifth high-
est score in the fall but fell down to"™ place in the final contest.

Cardinal District barbershoppers who served as judges in this International contest includedgdolits own
Don Harbin in the Stage Presence category. (Don was honored on May 7, 2007, with the IGdeatapolis
Chapter’s “Phil Miller Lifetime Achievement Award” when his wiBarol and sorDon, Jr. were presented his
award.) The other Cardinal District Judge Wa# Buckner, Louisville, in the Sound category.

In the quartet contest at the 1982 Pittsburgh International conve@tassic Collectionfrom Denver, Colo-
rado, won the gold medal. They had finished in second place in the 1981 at Dettugaklibehind the gold
medal winnerChicago Newsfrom Chicago, lllinois.

Center Stagdrom Detroit, Michigan, garnered2Place, and had finished in fourth place in 1981. Third place
went to theSide Street Ramblersrom Dallas, Texas,"™MPlace toGrand Tradition, from the Far Western Dis-
trict, and the 8 Place medal went tdaudevillefrom the Mid Atlantic District.

The two Cardinal District quartets in that contest werdHeington Brothers from Louisville, Kentucky, who
finished in 7' place and th&lusic Mart, from Terre Haute, Indiana, finishing in4filace. (Material taken
from In-Ky Notes, July-August, 1982, Vol. 31, No. 6, Paul Izdepski, Editor).

LINNNNNNNNNNNNNANNNNNNNNNNNN At our July 9 performance
;\ $ at the Westminster Village

< 2 North, we found a true

§ $ Barbershop fan in the au-

S 9/10 Mark Shapiro ~ 9/17 Adrian Oleck ¢ | dience—none other than

S 2 Carrie McVay, wife of the

z 9/10 Terry Silke 9/24 Don Brown $ late Ben McVay of our

z 9/11 Larry Klein 9/29 Dave Coleman€ chapter. Ben sang with the chorug for many years,
2 $ and was tenor in the Two Generations quartet.

§ 9/12 Jeff Braun 9/29 JohnDoss % | Carrie is pictured here with Phil Miller.

S 4

NAPPPPPLLLLLLLLLLPLLPLLPLLLLLLSS -photo by Jim Sauder
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Remember the line from “Forrest Gump” when he saluit, as he considers our chapter his chorus home, and
his mama always taught him that, “Life is like a box gblans to rehearse with us as time allows in his new
chocolates ... you never know what you're going to position. It was Bryan who moved the chorus from
get™? My thoughts as | write this article reflect the one level to the next, and for that we say, “Thank
validity of that statement when applied to our chapteryou.”

and chorus. Over the past couple of years we have

sampled a veritable boxful of delightfully attractive ~As you also know by now, we have met with and se-
ideas and Concepts' some good and some not so lected our new Music Director who we believe will
memorable. We have experienced success on somefing to our Chapter another fresh perspective, and
fronts and have fallen short of our goa|s on others. who will offer his musical expertise and abilities to

For many of us, | guess, that is a commentary of life Bhhance our performances as a cohesive chapter and
general, and from those thrilling roller coaster ups anghorus. This month’s lead article about Garry Texeira

downs we continue to learn, grow and amass life ex-iS quite descriptive and accurate. You will come to
periences. learn that Garry is all of that and so much more. As

Duane Henry and | met with Garry to

discuss a possible formal Music Director
| " Agreement, | was readily convinced that

we were talking to the right man. A few
CHAPTER PRESIDENT guestions from me had Garry opening up
and sharing his basic concepts of what
So once again we are reaching for another our chorus can and should be.

“piece of chocolate” ...

He has some exciting ideas on everything
from fundraising to coaching possibilities

Following the 2006 International Convention last July{0 competition and much, much more. He is particu-
we stepped out in a new direction with the formation larly anxious to meet and work with us individually,

of both a competition and a show chorus. Many as- SO that he understands who we are and which of our
pects of that adventure were positive, and many otheftrong points can be enhanced and areas of opportu-
proposed elements of that endeavor failed to evolve tHty explored. He believes that all active chapter
complete the well-devised, creative approach to re- members should be on the risers for both shows and
modeling the Greater Indianapolis Chapter. It was o@PNntests, and he wants to see individuals step up and
failure to individually and collectively embrace the l€ad the way in their own areas of expertise. Garry is
concepts and throw ourselves into making the concepfnbitious and anxious to begin his position as our mu-
a reality that stymied that effort, and for all practical Sical leader.

purposes that plan has fallen apart. In many ways it . hing f ther “oi ¢
was a gamble, and | believe there was great potentia?o once again we are reaching for anotner "piece o

that we simply could not pull off effectively. | don't chocolate,” and, as always, we must each be willing to

regret taking that chance, and from the successes arﬂ?x a bit _andeork hard to becgme a b;tte; chorcl;s.t i
failures | believe we have been enriched in many ease give >arry your ear and your attention. \5€tto

ways. While | have no regrets, | also know it is time t now h|m,_and see "f you don_t fe.el enriched just by
move on, and so we shall. is enthusiasm. Let’s enthusiastically embrace our

newest beginning and prepare to ride our next wave of

As you know, Bryan Hughes has, after six and a halfsuccess. Call your friends and fellow members and
years, resigned as our director. We owe Bryan a gre@@t them back on the risers as we learn to better sing
deal of gratitude for his work with the chorus during and live in harmony.

his tenure, and | will miss his musical prowess and h
ability to dream and conceptualize on behalf of the
chapter and chorus. Bryan will still be around quite a

II‘Slave a terrific month!
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And so it’s on to the next chapter of
the CCS—enter our newest director,
# Garry Texeira. Garry comes to us

VP PERFORMANCE & MUSIC with numerous credentials and experi-
ence. Besides being a gold medal
tenor with Gotchal!, he has sung with
“And so it ‘s on to the next chapter of the the International Champions, The Mas-
CCs...” ters of Harmony, under the direction of
Dr. Greg Lyne, and, later, Mark Hale.
Therefore, he certainly is no stranger
It hardly seems like six years and eight months, but to what it takes to be a champion. Although Garry has
that's how long Bryan Hughes has been directing thehad no formal directing experience to this point, he
CCS. He brought to the chorus in 2001 a great deal lo&is worked as a coach for many choruses and quartets
energy, enthusiasm, and a few crazy ideas like and has an incredible ear for quality singing.

“Witchy Woman” and the short-lived experiment of

loading the risers singing dissonant sounds. One thiR§/riNg a recent meeting with President Jim Rosenau
is for sure, he is certainly a creative guy who hasn't @nd me, he overwhelmed us with an abundance of
hesitated to try new things. During his tenure he de-ideas for chapter fundraisers, performances and new
veloped excellent directing skills, and there was sel- SOngs. | left wishing | had my recorder with me. |

dom a question as to what he was asking from the ctigst hope he remembers all of them. Garry under-
rus, whether we followed him or not. stands where the chorus is at this time, and is not ex-

pecting us to be district champions or International
Nothing is forever, and all things come to anend  qualifiers in a few months. He indicated his primary
sooner or later. With Bryan's recent employment witgoals for the chapter are constant improvement and
the Boy Scouts of America, he has found it necessargnembership.
to step down from the director’s position. Along the . .
way he has made many good friends whose friendshiy€ are very fortunate to have Garry to step in at this
I'm sure will continue, because he has pledged to nofime- If you haven't been attending lately, | encourage
be a part of the lead section when his job permits. ItYOu to get back on the risers and join the excitement.
will sure seem different having him on the risers with
the rest of us mortals. | for one will be very intereste
in observindhisriser discipline (ha!).

6Dn September 10, we will have a rehearsal/party to
Say thank you to Bryan and welcome to Garry. Please
make it a point to be there.

With the changes going on in the

chorus, I hope many of our less ac-
tive members will make an effort to
return and help us welcome our new VP CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT
director as he accepts the challenge
to move us forward. We need num-
bers now more than ever, and we must all continue to recruit singers irttolxnyt.

I will be starting up a “Suppers Eight/Nine” program this Fall which atdr® the “fraternity” concept |
spoke of in the last “Beat.” This is an opportunity to get to know the fellawdBshoppers you sing with
every Monday night, on a social basis. This was done a couple of years ago and dutitads a lot of fun
and offered a chance to include the wives and significant others. The groigis efe randomly picked
from those who sign up. Singles are also welcomed. The groups stay togetHeufemanth period, with
each couple hosting a month’s get-together. This can be done at the cbhaple’sr at a restaurant or you
may choose to do an evening of bowling, take in a movie or play, or just an eveoaigobr board games
Be creative; | guarantee you will be glad you participated. If you have anyansestsk me. Watch for more
details later.




September 2007 Page 7

The Greater Indianapolis Chapter Board
Meeting Summary, August 2007

The Greater Indianapolis Chapter Board of Direc-
tors met on Wednesday August 15, 2007 in regular
$ session. Nine of the ten Board Members and two
guests (Larry Tolle and Dave Fouts) were present.
CHAPTER SECRETARY The meeting was held at the home of President Jim
Rosenau. The following is a brief summary of the
business transacted at that meeting.

Secretary The minutes of the June2neeting
were accepted as written.

Treasurer It was noted that the Chapter’s checking account contained a balance 8f.$22#& the end of
June and $22,431.45 at the end of July. The Balance Sheets and the Profit & LdssDétarComparisons
for these two months were received by the Board. It was shown that the Annudirgéloed in the black with
a net income of approximately $1200.

Membership The August membership month was postponed due to director uncertainty,lgrdbaibly be
rescheduled for October. There are presently two candidates for rsipli@®aul Myers and Keith Yoder).
Suppers Eight or Nine is planned to resume this fall.

Music and Performance The selection process for new songs has narrowed the original list ofiaggiedy

75 down to three suggestions: Sh-Boom, Heart (You Got to Have) and When p IMy Blead. Regarding the
fall contest, the music team recommends that the chorus not competdttuditector situation. The Music
Team plans to meet regularly on the Monday preceding the Board Meeting.

Program No report.
PR and Marketing No Report.

Standing Committees Several parameters for next year’'s Annual Show were determined Bgdhd: The
Show should be of the ‘variety’ type. The preferred date is the last Satardpril, and the preferred venue is
either Pike High School or WPAC. The Board will offer the position of Shovir@ha to Terry Silke.

Old Business The trailer will be delivered to Northside Trailer for an eat@rof the cost to refurbish it. Plans
for the BOTY banquet are focused on finding a venue and a catering serviwél thatless expensive and at-
tract more of our members to this special event.

New BusinessThe director search has focused in on Garry Texeira as the piriceniygiidate. Various efforts

to thoroughly vet this candidate are continuing. Positive indicationseéddse encouraged the Board to ap-
prove Mr. Texeira for the balance of this year pending a satisfamtidcpme of these efforts and a summary

meeting with the President and the Music and Performance VP.

The Board decided that the chorus will not compete in the fall contesy Talte was appointed as Member at
Large to replace Lucas Snyder. There will not be a rehearsaisthedek of September.

Good of the Order The Barbershoppers of the Month for June and July were selected.
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Jerry E. Troxel, Editor
129 Yorkshire Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46229

jtroxel@ameritech.net
317 891-1634



