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Circle City Soundôs mission is to perform with excellence in the barbershop style  
and encourage singing within the community, because singing enhances life.  
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Barbershoppers Gather to Celebrate  
a Life and 57 Years of Harmony  

by Jerry Troxel, Chapter President and Editor of The Beat  

On a clear September morning, the barbershopper family from throughout central 

Indiana gathered at Christ Lutheran Church in Indianapolis to honor the memory of 
Phil Miller .  His life of 98 years, including 57 years as a barbershopper, was 

commemorated by scriptures, stories, and, of course, song. 

The Rev. David Galbraith , a former member of the Greater Indianapolis chapter, 

presided over the ceremony, opening in song with ñThereôs a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in 
this Place.ò  Galbraith related his own personal recollections of Philôs life, as did Jim 

Sauder , Steve Landau , and Kermit Swensonôs daughter and son-in-law.  There 
were laughs, there were tears, but 

most of all there were fond memories 

of how Philôs life had touched each one 
of us and the many things we had 

learned from him.  

The Muncie chapterôs Magic City 
Music Men sang ñYou Raise Me Up,ò 
with Mark Cooper providing a 

powerful solo.  Smilinô Through 
acknowledged barbershopping as Philôs óhomeô as they sang ñWhen 

Thereôs Love at Home.ò  A spontaneous recitation of the names of 

barbershoppers who have gone before Phil was done, as we gave 
thanks for the lives of such greats as Virgil Crady, Don Harbin, Binx 

Walker, Ben McVay and Dick Nyikos .  

Circle City Sound (pictured at left) then took the stage 

and sang ñWhen I Lift Up My Head,ò ñLet All Mortal Flesh 
Keep Silence,ò ñIrish Blessingò and òThe Lordôs Prayer.ò   All 

barbershopper men and women were invited to come 
forward to end the service by singing ñKeep the Whole 

World Singing.ò 

Many thanks to David Galbraith, Harry Roembke and 
Duane Henry for putting together such a memorable 
service, and to Dan Pritchard  for the wonderful display of 
pictures and mementos of Philôs barbershop life. 
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