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and encourage singing within the community, because singing enhances life.
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Indianapolis Chapte
Wins Big in
Cardinal District
Fall Contests

Chorus Contest

District Champion: Circle City
Sound , 81.6 average

District Representative to
International:  Circle City
Sound

Most Improved Chorus: Circle
City Sound

Quartet Contest

District Champion:  Anthem ,
75.2
3rd Place medalist: 7imeless ,

72.8
5th Place: /nterchange , 69.3

6th Place: River City Rhythm
68.8

10th Place: Three Longs and a
Short , 62.5

Seniors Quartet Contest

District Representative to Mid-
winter:  River City Rhythm
68.7

2nd place: Three Longs and a
Short , 63.1

Riding the Wave of Success

by Keith Leavell
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big wave of success coming over the horizon for Circle City Sound , and
everyone is going to want to get on it for the ride of their lives!
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Another fun-filled Cardinal District convention just ended on October 3, but
the excitement and success linger on, like a good melody. What a thrill it
was to see so many quartets come out for the Cardinal District Fall contest!

What a big thrill

it was to see all of the CCS chapter quartets do well and

even win the district quartet championship! What an even bigger thrill  for

t he chorus to

Wi n

i Mo st | mproved

chorus competition after so many years, with the highest score | can
remember in all the years | have been with this chorus!

Where do | begin to describe the feelings or explain the reasons for this
wave of success? It is in reality probably many factors, but if | were forced

to c ome wi t h

up

a

single word exp

Perhaps the last name of Texeira is Irish, because he certainly brought us
some luck, but | am certain Garry would disagree with that statement and
rightly so. The quartets and the chorus did really well at contest, but not
because of any luck. What did occur was a lot of hard work that translated
into an obvious difference between anyone associated with CCS or Garry

and the entire rest of the district!

(Continued on pagé)
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Craft Corner
You Can Eliminate That Break

From On the QT, Barbershop Harmony Society, February 2006

Jerry E. Troxel, Editor One of t.he mogt (.:h.al l enging hurdles for

129 Yorkshire Blvd. E break or passaggio. Frustrating as it might be, we all have one. Here are

Indianapolis, IN_ 46229 some tips that just might make a difference.

317 891-1634
Jtroxel@ameritech.net .
¢ When you sing, open your mouth more fo
@;—éity §tretch |_t to the Iwn_n. Opening your mouth too wide will cause tension
in the jaw and tighten the throat, cutting off forward placement.

‘/7 Sound

Feeling an inner-smile in your sound and trying not to make it so much
an outer facial expression will help you as well. This inner-smile feeling,

The BEATIs published monthly . . . - -
by the Greater Indianapolis, Indiana, like when biting an apple, will activate the proper placement and quality

Chapter of the of your sound.
Barbershop Harmony Society,
a proud member of the

Cardinal District. + Use a mirror to be certain that your tongue is relaxed

and the tip is touching your lower gum ridge. When
you pull your tongue backward, it destroys the forward
placement and quality of your sound. The tongue
placement can also make a difference in how you
manage your passaggio.

Chapter Leadership 2009 + Keep your diaphragmatic support as steady and firm on a descending
scale or melodic |ine as you do when vy
President or melody. If there is an abrupt change into your chest voice, this could
Jerry Troxel be due to a sudden tightening or grabbing of the throat muscles. This
VP Chapter Development is often the result of trying to move into your chest voice too early.
Steve Cline Conversely, if you are singing an ascending line, you may experience an
VP Music & Performance abrupt change into your head voice. This is caused by singing too loud
Duane Henry and/or bringing your chest voice too high as you attempt the transition

into your head voice. You must always prepare at least two or three

VP PR & Marketing notes before you make the transition into your head or chest voices.

Randy Freeman

Secretary The important thing is to be aware of what to do and then practice those

Tom Bradley things that can help you manage your break, so your tone always has a
Treasurer smooth quality sound throughout your entire range. Remember to keep
Jim Sauder warm air under your tone and an open throat at all times when you sing.

Board Members at Large
Jeff Boyd

David Fout 1 1
Bradahzlc Alé);arider Greater Indlanapolls C.hgpter
Membership Statistics

Immediate Past President

Jim Rosenau Chapter members as of October 1, 2009: 93

Director
Garry Texeira Average member age: 56.8

Assistant Director Average years of service: 17.2
Andrew Myer

Number of active members: 66 (71%)
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Strolling Down Memory Lane

A monthly |

Five Years Ago

Chapter President Jerry Troxel
focused his monthly bulletin article
on member attendance at weekly
practice. With a total membership
of 120 men, the average number at
rehearsals varied from 40 to 60
men. Many members were dropping
out after fall contest each year.
With the holiday season approach-
i ng, Troxel
to see more men on the risers to
present our holiday pack-
age. o (mat er i &dhé
Beat Vol.35, Issue 11, November
2004, R. Duane Henry, editor.)

Results from the fall contest in Mer-
rillville, Indiana, showed Circle
City Sound finishing in third place
in the chorus contest. Selections of
AWhen You Wish
Al dm Beginning
brought the chorus a score of 70.3,
behind the first place Thor-
oughbreds,  from Louisville, Ky.,
who scored a 77.8. CCS performed
with 52 men on the risers. The
Banks of the Wabash Chorus
from Terre Haute, finished in sec-
ond place in the chorus contest. In
the quartet contest, chapter quartet
Breakthrough finished in fifth
place, Still At Large finished sev-
enth, and Sm/ / /i néd
ished in 14th place. (material taken
from /n-Ky Notes November 2004,
Frank Ridoux, editor).
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The Songs We Sing

fiLet Me Cal |
Whitson and Leo Friedman.
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by Lew Gillespie, Chapter Historian
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It may very well be the all -time
champion community sing-along favorite. Just singing the open-
ing line of the chorus is sure to start a group of singers harmoniz-
ing. Try it sometime. Is there anyone in the audience over the
hasnot

d Source: Heritage of Harmony Songbook, Burt Szabo, editor
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back at our

Ten Years Ado

Four at a

Time, Indy
chapter quartet
composed  of

tenor Vic
Kendall , bari-
tone Bob

Lew Gillespie

Boehmer ,

bass Jim Patterson , and lead

st at e dStevef Qliee , vhaduHe dppdrtniy e
St ar

to sing fAThe
and fABack Home
at thé& apeningfofr ttee mew Conseco
Fieldhouse in downtown Indianapo-
lis. After performing for 30 minutes
at the
quartet was escorted to center
court to perform the special num-
bers.

the
indluded skviergl h Hol@ay
shows. December 3, 1999, the cho-
rus would perform at the Christel
DeHaan Fine Arts Center at the
University of Indianapolis. The Arts-
garden was the site of our show on
December 11. This annual perform-
ance included holiday music with
the members dressed in Christmas
caroling attire. December 20, 1999,
the chorus performed at the Ameri-
can United Life Insurance building,
fillgpgrthe lobby with holiday music.

(Stories taken from /nside The
Pride, November, 1999, Brad
McAlexander, editor).
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of Events

CCS Performance on
Seymour Annual Show

Brownstown High School

November 21, 7:29 p.m.

Circle City Sounds
of the Season
Ransburg Auditorium
University of Indianapolis
November 29, 3:00 p.m.

National Electrical

Contractors Association

Sheraton Hotel and Suites

a keystofleatih€ Erfssing he

December 5, 8:15 p.m.

Artsgarden Performance

Circle Centre Mall
Downtown Indianapolis
December 6, 3:30 p.m.

Chapter Christmas Party

Village Farms Clubhouse
Westfield, Indiana
December 14, 6:30 p.m.

2010 Leadership Academy

(COTS)
Holiday Inn
Columbus, Indiana
January 9

For detailed information on all

chapter performances check
our weekly bulletin,

SOUND BYTES
or go to:
www.clrclecitysound.org
and visit the
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The deadline for the December
issue of The Beat is November
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Jtroxel@ameritech.net
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