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Cardinal Puts on a Very Different District Conventio

by Keith Leavell

For many years, both the fall and
spring Cardinal District events have felt
like just a singing competition to me,
and nothing more. You would arrive in
time to sing, deliver your planned song
set, get your judging scores and then
go home. | am not sure what course
of events or district leaders decided to

_ make some changes
KeithLeavel der of business, 0
-photo by~ them all,

Jerry Troxel

For the first time in many years, based on the published
activity schedule, | decided to fully participate in the
weekend activities. Even though | did not spend the
night, 1 had a terrific time. The convention started at
noon on Friday, March 27, with registration and a
nearby room set aside for learning and singing tags.
What started to give me a clue that this was going to be
a different convention experience began in the registra-
tion room, because they had ice water in pitchers and
hot coffee, regular and decaffeinated (for those who like
Afakeo coffee). The #ftag
ner from registration,
chords before the quartet semi-finals.

A relatively short drive from the hotel, we all headed to
Columbus North High School auditorium. There were
only 13 quartets set to compete this spring. This was
slightly fewer than a typical spring convention for our
district, since the quartet winner and any quartet scoring
1824 or above, would represent the Cardinal District at
this yearo6s I nternational
the smaller numbers, there were still many good quar-
tets waiting to be heard. Before the mic tester quartet
came to start things up, the whole audience got a
chance to sing songs for
singing in a morning group session at Harmony College,
but it was still tremendous fun to be able to sing as well
as watch.

There were three college quartets competingd including
one of ourown, Co mi n 6 ,@rbnesasenal Tech High
School rootsd that put on a fine performance. Other
guartets with ties to our chapter were Interchange,

Sycamore Road and Timeless , which also gave fine
performances in the semi-finals. Other familiar faces
came across the stage in The Deal, delivering a solid
performance. Last $o%e outh s
also penfamed wel, making astrong case to qualify for

b internationah eTkedCardinal Disttichats& played host to

two out-of-district quartets. One, coming from the

Johnny Appleseed District, Prestige , was competing in
the collegiate division and another one, coming all the
way up fr om fudéhxBreak .[Tlesedguys
are hysterical and incredibly good singers, performing in
a style similar to FRED, only more outrageous. (They
are going to be our guest quartet for our upcoming an-

nual June show.)

At the end of the semi-final round, everyone rushed
back to the hotel. Some wanted to ring chords in the
itag room. 0 Ot hers wanted

Di st

to

r o ohenldallways and gtainsetls. &t athers whilled droeindc o r -
the asitent auttionereonh yto pfaae ia rbig bosgme really f e w

but

cool tools, while others just wanted to get reacquainted
with familiar friends or make new friends. As for me, |
wanted to do it all, so | did a little of all of them and

then headed into the night back home to sleep a little.

Saturday morning wake up: 5:00 a.m.! Yuck! The one
downside for me is trying to sing high Lead notes in the
melody line before noon. If the district continues this

c trand & choris compatitions Atrl@d0 e.m.m.may hBve s pi t e

ne

to switch to the Bass section. (Ha! | used to be a Bass
when | first joined the chapter.) After turning off the
alarm, | got out of bed, took a shower, picked up break-
&st inya div@-thrm iamd uhere leaded olttod the road t
again to Columbus trying to warm my voice up.

(Continued on pagé)
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A Stroll Down Memory Lane

by Lew Gillespie, editor of

Five Years Ago

Chapter president Jerry
Tr o x eMayd2604 article
in the monthly chapter
bulletin stressed the im-
portance of each chapter
member being excited.
Troxel sai d,
have excitement about
this great hobby and our
great chorus, but if we

donot ent husi ast
share it, not hing
al so s Gene eNdwcombe ,

our VP of PR and Marketing, has
told us, time and time again, that
public relations and marketing are
the job of every man in the chorus;
itds not just his
boar dbds, but
clusion, the chapter needs excite-
ment and enthusiasm to put the
chapter on top.

Minutes from the April board meet-
ing revealed the following: (1) the
next two guest nights would be
June 14 and October 11, 2004; (2)
a new song (Bluegrass Gospel
Medley) would be introduced after
the annual show; (3) the first 15 -20
copies of the Marketing CD were
being made; (4) the featured quar-
tet at the 2004 annual show, Four
Voices, might also participate in a
Sunday church service on June 13,
2004; and (5) the chapter received
a Bronze Award for
in Harmony Foundation. The chap-
ter had a per-member average do-
nation of $22.83 in 2003
(compared with the International
average of $12.79 per member and
a Cardinal District average of
$14.82 per member). (Material
taken from The Beat May 2004,
Vol. 35, Issue 5, R. Duane Henry,
Editor).

Inside the Pride

Lew Gillespie
Chapter Historian

, 1991 -1995

Ten Years Ago

Jim Beehler , Program VP
for The Pride of Indy ,
wrote about the May 4,
1999 performance at
Clowes Hall by the Indi-

anapol i s Chi |l
r eéChoir andthe Pride of
Indy Chorus. AThe re-

ception from the students

in the audience was very

i ¢ al énthusiastic, and the op-
fortupitp ® rsisg vith such radinee |
group of young people was a tre-
mendous experience
Beehler stated. fi
than one chorus member say that

he was choked up by the emotion

off otbhe npoetr fjousntant bewi t
everyonebs. 0o I n

con-
Chorus director Howard Foster
also commented about the ICC
Show on May 3,
yourselves proud, first at the re-
hearsal and then at both perform-
ances. The audience enjoyed it,
the choir members enjoyed it, and
Henry Leck , director of the ICC
loved it. Because of this joint con-
cert, the chorus has already had
two guests. o

Upcoming summer events for the
chapter in 1999 included: Annual
Show, June 11 and 12 at Warren
PAC; June 14, Flag Day Perform-
ance; July 10, Indiana Historical
Muséuid sDedicatiort; iJalyi p5a8,i o n
Harmony Explosion Camp at Ball
State University in Muncie, Indiana;
and July 23-25, Brown County Mu-
sic Festival in Nashville, Indiana.
(Articles taken from /nside The
Pride, May, 1999, Vol. 30, Issue 5,
Brad McAlexander, Editor).

Reminder: Every Monday is a Guest Night!

19909:



May 2009 THE BEAT Page 3
Tips on Selling Show Ads
by Mark Lindgren Calenda.r
ioh no, it i mmet to find the information of Events

of year again! We are
going to be asked to
sell ads in our annual
progr am. |
Selling is for the pro-
fessionals. Besides, |
woul dnodt k noy
to start. o

It all starts with attitude. If you
have been listening for the last cou-
ple of months, which for me is when
| started coming to rehearsals, we
sound good. This is an exciting time
for our chorus. We have new visi-
tors each week. We have a good
core of veterans. We have a great
show coming in June. We have an
International -caliber quartet, Lunch
Break , performing at our show.

We have a great product. That is
half the battle with sales. When you
have a good product and you are
proud of what you have, you should
want to tell everyone about it. If

you are excited, the people you talk
with will also be excited.

| have set a chapter goal of $5,000

in program ads and sponsors this
year. | know it is a lofty goal, espe-

cially with what is happening with

the economy, but | am confident we

can achieve and even exceed our
goal! Here are some tips on how to
make you more successful selling
ads.

Do your homework. Before you
visit a potential customer, find out
as much as you can about their
business. You can go on the inter-

HARMONY
FOUNDATION

www. harmonyfoundation.org

AN\ N

your

or ask someone that
knows their business.
This establishes credibility
| and trust with the cus-
tomer. Even if you know
their busi ne
hurt to learn even more
about it.

Know your product. Review the
program ad rates. Review the date
and times of the show. Review
where you need to send the artwork
and how to fill out the invoice.

Ask for the order. Ask the cus-
tomer if they would commit to ad-
vertising while you are there. The
percentage of people that buy while
you are there is higher compared to
when you get back with them. If
not, make sure you make a note to
yourself to follow up with them
within a week. If they still want
more time, move on. There are
plenty of other businesses to call on.

Get a referral. If the customer
does not want to advertise, ask
them if they know of someone who
would. That way when you call on
someone else you can say, so and
S0, gave me your name. The best
lead is a personal referral.

Even if you do not go call on busi-
nesses, you can use these tips for
getting individual sponsors. The
main thing is to have fun and have a
positive attitude. You want your
customer to be as excited as you
are. Happy selling!

Secure the future of barbershop harmony fhiiwuggwsletter deadiine for the
Jgne issup ob 77e Fegl ip May e

gener ous

ArtsGarden Performance

Circle Centre Mall
Saturday, May 2, 2:30 pm

iStnging ferd-ifeh ¢ t
Indiana Blood Center
10537 E. Washington St.
Saturday, May 9, 10:00 am

CCS Annual Show

Warren Performing Arts Center

Saturday, June 13
2:30 pm and 7:30 pm

American Harmony
Keystone Art Cinema
Friday, June 5 through
Thursday, June 11
(Various times)

Barbershop Harmony Society

International Convention
Anaheim, California
June 283 July 5

Harmony Explosion Camp

Indiana Wesleyan University
Marion, Indiana
July 8-10

Cardinal Chord College
Indiana Wesleyan University
Marion, Indiana
July 10-12

For detailed information on all

chapter performances check
our weekly bulletin,

SOUND BYTES

or go to:
www.circlecitysound.org
and visit the
Members Only section

gi fts

Council, Ambassadors of Song, and Tribute iﬁ?froxe/@amer/tech net

(@]
(72}

21. Send articles to:
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(Continued from pag#)
| arrived in less ti miN

bly due to less traffic. The hotel venues and
rooms seemed equally deserted and quiet. |
drank some more coffee in the registration
area, submitted a new bid on a couple of
things in the silent auction and then headed
off to Columbus North auditorium. | was
greeted by familiar faces and a wide variety of
chorus uniforms, all in preparation for the
competition close at hand. A quick change of
clothes, add makeup, and then | was off to
the Brigade Chorus warm-up room. Fifteen minutes
of prep time and singing and we are all ready. Some-
times it still amazes me how easily regular Brigade at-
tendees and the songs we sing come together so
smoothly. Soon it was time for the Brigade Chorus to
start the competition. We delivered our two songs and
then all headed back to our regular chorus rooms.

The Indy warm-up room brimmed full of confidence,
excitement, and surprising calmness for a competition.
It almost seemed like a rehearsal away from the church,
only with dressier clothes. Our contest song sets always
seem to start and finish so quickly to me, as in a dream,
but | could definitely feel the energy from everyone on
the risers and from the audience too. Since we were
singing last, we did not hear any of the other participat-
ing choruses. Based on our score and the feedback we
received afterward, Circle City Sound did ourselves
proud, scoring an average of 75.0 with little more than
two weeks of concentrated preparation.

OKéso now itdéds noon and
pen until 7:30 p.m. Lunch came to mind, but no one can
eat lunch for six hours or so and then go anywhere.
The correct answers (after some lunch, of course) for
many folks were to go back at the hotel and to partici-
pate in either the tag room singing or the one -hour edu-
cation class sessions that were offered for the first time
this year. This year they offered a Vocal Production
session, Tag Teaching, and a session on the Audacity
recording software package. Just like at the Interna-
tional convention, folks had to make a choice of what to
do, since there were only so many hours available. |
only managed to get to the Vocal Production class, but
learned some new things to try to improve.

| can take sitting down and listening for only so long, so
| had to head to the tag room next. | came across two
of our newest and younger members there, teaching a
tag to about 15 guys or so. After jumping into the mix,
we then tried to teach the same tag to a high school
guartet from near Lafayette for them to sing on their
own. That was some of the best two hours | think |
have ever spent just singing, learning, and teaching

t h ereprgaerdt the Gardinaf Distnica dt Isterrchteomald t

Circle City Sound Chorus
Photo by Regina Abner

techniques and tags to some future long-time barber-
shoppers.

Time started to run out as the quartet finals began to
draw near, so everyone headed back to the high school
auditorium to reserve their favorite seat. Again | heard
many comments and accolades on how the Indy chorus
performed. Once more we got to group sing as an en-
tire audience prior to the quartet competition. How re-
freshing to be able to do more than just watch! After
the mic tester quartet finished, Lunch Break opened
the competition with the same energy and hilarity as the
afternoon session. Being
scores had no effect on Cardinal District quartets, but
Lunch Break did score high enough to make the Interna-
tional qualification requirement.

Our chapter quartets also performed well in the final
round with Interchange coming in third, Timeless in
fifth place, and Sycamore Road in sixth place. The
highest scoring district quartet was 65 South, who will

Once the quartet finals were over, the District Chordito-
rium was next on the agenda to listen to more district
quartets. Among the quartets performing there were
TKO, Smilind Through, Ti
Prestige, Sycamore Road, and pretty much every
quartet that competed, with very few exceptions. We
even had an impromptu Brigade Chorus session sing-
ing two songs to the delight of the crowd and all partici-
pants, including myself.

At some point, all conventions end and/or the partici-
pants become too weary to continue. With all the driv-
ing to and from, | had finally reached my limit for the
weekend. | know the chorditorium went on after | left
and there were hospitality rooms | never saw that night
as well. If you have not been to Cardinal District con-
ventions in a while, you ought to come back and see
what 6s making the Society
and take notice! My report may end here, but memories
and the melodies linger on days after the last chord was
rung.

out

hap-

mel es

and



May 2009 THE BEAT Page 5

A Time for Everything

A time for everything? That's a deep thought,
huh? Thereds a time tao
enjoy the fruits of our work. Unfortunately,

because we have set higher standards for our
performances and rehearsals, there is no time

Garry Texeira

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Tenor of Gotcha! and TKO

to rest. unt il after w
that is. We are at a crossroads in our growth
and i mprovement. We caft s AThis is the time|that s
just too hardodo or we can from the boys. 0
statement, il candét wait t
't 6s your choice, gentl emen. Ini s IS tne 11 me tnat
separates the men from the boys. CCS has so much talent and so much momentum right

now, itds just plain scary. I f
There were many times in my life that | could very can accomplish anything that we collectively set our
easily have said #ltos | us tminds tooNow, shis s the importaat paitt Wedhave th t . 0 | n
those times | chose not to say that, and | persevered. It have everyone on board for this to happen. We can't
is definitely a hard thing to do in a society that is filled have 60+ guys on the risers working smart, doing their
with such negativity. Why then, are there so many that homework, and then one or two t
have so much, whether it be prosperity, talent, friends, care. Thatoés actually like a ca
or just a charismatic personality? Is it because they really does affect the entire group. You do matter,
were born with it? Is it because they grew up in such a whether you choose to believe it or not. Each one of you
positive environment? For smattes! of us, thatdés true, but ,
for most of wus, itb6s because we make a choice.

We have a lot on our collective plates right now, and
We have to wake up every day and say to ourselves, this is again a crucial time for CCS. Let's all make a pact
AiThis is going to be a gr dogether that,ynd datter what, sve withshew upready, t y
simpl e, doesnodt it? Well, ievery ime weading) datht mentalyaand pbysically.l The. The
next step in that process is what we do with setbacks or days of missing words or notes, here and there, need to
bumps in the road. I t 6s n ot bewhiagof theaastp lenmayg have beerycaterand funnyt h i s
l'ife that determines where gwbuoge, popidst, what yodsdoowi chite
what happens to you. | have lived by those words for have to make to be ready.
many years, and itdéds so true. There have been a few
Monday nights when | was dolgébmirmeadyantdo ctoaukled 6ivte uspaiad ,f ew n
ifiLetdés just do some quartetting, or watch a videoo but, |
knew there was much to do. There is no way | can let Your proud director,
you guys down like that. You are too important to me, Garry Texeira

and our music is too important to our community.

The American Harmony movie is coming to Indianapolis in June,
the week prior to our annual show. It will be shown at the
Keystone Art Cinema, 8702 Keystone Crossing. There will be
several showings per day, running Friday, June 5 through
Thursday, June 11.

AMERICAN

We are planning the promotion of our chapter, chorus and annual
show in connection with this movie event. There may be some
chorus and quartet performance opportunities at the movie
theater as well. Stay tuned!
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The Power of Shared Experience

As | was growing up in Waverly, Indiana, | was a part of since | came back to the choru
a | arge family. I 6ve al way that they eppredate the &piritol canfaaderietthatahey, One
of the most important life lessons that | ever learned feel being a part of the Barbershop Harmony Society.

was because | came from a large familyd | learned how |l 6ve felt that spirit too.

to share.

Over the years | have shared many things with my
three brothers and two sisters. The first thing that
| remember having to share was my bed. My
brother, David, who is two years younger than me,
di dnét have his own bed,
with him. Of course, we all shared the same
house. We rode together in the same car. We

Randy Freeman
VP PR & MARKETING

ié the more we experien
it, the more we want to experience it

went to the same schools and had a lot of the agatltn. .o

same teachers. We went to the same church. We

shared some of the same friends. We spent a lot of There is such tremendous power in shared experience.

time together. We shared our clothes, toys, books, and I dm sure that we have all hear
just about everything that | can think of. during a time of war who share traumatic experiences

and become bonded for life. In a similar way the
Something wonderful happened to us because we members of Circle City Sound have become bonded by a

learned how to share with each other. We experienced love of harmony; the more things that we share
the power of sharing. We grew to love each other. We together, the tighter the bond. Obviously, quartets can
are still very close to this day. We are still sharing each form a strong bond. That is the reason that at
otherso6 | ives and stild]l | o wanvendiang Ylou will oftere see quartets sitiéngntogetier. ver y
grateful for my brothers and sisters. They are truly Itds because they shaBmilsiumcd a
wonderful people. | can say that with conviction, Through is a great example of that.
because | know them very well. The more you share
with someone, the more you get to know them. A very interesting thing about sharing is that the more
we experience the power of it, the more we want to
A few years ago | reconnected with Circle City Sound . experience it again. Steve Cline is a great example of
I had been a member back in the 1990s for two years, someone who enjoys sharing this hobby of ours. |
but had to drop out becaus e baldgve that he wauld like infravety manrint Irdianapolis 6 m
glad that | came back. It has been very rewarding to be would visit our chorus at least once. He has
a part of the chorus. | am once again experiencing the experienced the power of sharing. Our newest
joy of sharing with others something that is very members are experiencing it, and that is why they are
important to me. | sat in front of the chorus last week excited to invite someone to come and find out what
and shared with everyone there that | am proud to be a webre all/l about . They have f ol
part of Circle City Sound. | was even bold enough to believe is worth sharing.
say il |l ove you guys. o That was a risky thing to do. I
knew before | said it that | was risking being made fun We all have opportunities to share with the people that
of, but | decided to say it anyway. | meant it. we come in contact with on a da
the same people crazy talking about our hobby all the
When | awoke this morning themaortduficbmtéadedewas mhss an o
my mi nd. Il dm not sure justnewhygbomyt moéuwrd somet ifroers bar ber
works in funny ways. The definition for comrade is: a marketing, and | really need your help with that.
person who shares interests and activities in common
with others, a friend, close companion, partner, Your Comrade,

associate. Comrade is not a word that is used very Randy
often in America today. | like the word. | have heard
the term camaraderie used on more than one occasion

April Guests Doug Bilby, Ben Sigwarth, Chris Elmore, David Payne, Matthew Allison
(guest of Randy Freeman ), and Larry Martin  attended our rehearsals in April.
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I guess you could say that this monthdés article
strays somewhat from the area of the Music

VP6és responsibility toward tH DuaneHenry

However, there is a great deal of overlap VP MUSIC AND PERFORMANCE
between the two, as the music program has a

direct and tremendous effect on membership.
When | thought about this commentary, my i We ha
thoughts were directed primarily toward the t h I n
younger members; but the more | thought
about it, | realized it applies to all of us.

ve such a wonlder f ul
dy chapter ¢é0o

To those of you who have been involved in this great went kicking and screaming to a guest night. Guess

hobby for a few years, | ask: How many times have you what? | was hooked and soon realized that we find a

heard someone say with a bi waydof makedimefordhe things @e keally enjpy. oy | y |
had known about this soonerom1y Negdeubti s that manydi dnot f
times. | know | have expressed that sentiment on many years sooner.

occasions. To those of you younger members, |

guarantee that as years go by you will hear that said Today as | look around the risers at the young

way too often. So what is it that these folks wish they members, | must admit | am envious. To think of all

had known sooner? Could it be the style and sound of the years and opportunities that lie ahead for them.

the music we sing? The joy of performing? Al though 1 &d&m having the time of
Quartetting? The life-long friends we make? Yes. wonder about the opportunities | may have lost by not

knowing about our music a lot earlier.
Example: | knew nothing about our style of music until

1993. In my youth I had sung in school, church choir, We have such a wonderful thing going in the Indy
and even a rock-and-roll band. It had been some 20 chapter. | feel the excitement and enthusiasm for what
years since | last sang, other than in the shower or the we are doing every Monday evening. Believe me; it
car . Then, | was invited theedst ¢ewmd behehahagter 6 4 9P8t n
annual show. Having always liked close harmony, | was plea. To you young guys, do your friends and
blown away by the sound. After the show, as we were acquaintances a tremendous favor and get them to a
talking with a few member s, reldarmalc evensifa yod misiGdrag ,therDd kiekimg and a s
much as you |like to sing, Yy caeariity.o Mdstdof themiwill bet gnatefsl yaurdid.uTo. 0

t he rest of us, itds not too
Well, that was it; they were on me like sharks in a acquaintances, either. Be persistent! Most of us are
feeding frenzy! However, my practical side held out and where we are because someone i
reminded me that I just ditdmiénk Havwe theetyoe.retBuned th
persistence finally paid off. After nine months of
prodding by Micci and one particular chapter member, | ifGee, i f only | had known about

I 2009 ANNUAL SHOW REPERTOIRE |

AN AMERICAN TRILOGY
FLY ME TO THE MOON



