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Circle City Soundôs mission is to perform with excellence in the barbershop style  
and encourage singing within the community, because singing enhances life.  

THE  B EAT  
Ï Ï 

Our 2009 Barbershopper of the Year, Jim Rosenau , 
who shall henceforth be referred to as our ñBOTY,ò has 

been active in the Greater Indianapolis chapter for more 
than 14 years.  Jim has helped us host two International 

conventions, has sung in several of our annual shows, 
and has competed with a quartet and the chorus at the 

district level.  But letôs take a step back, and start at the 

beginning. 

Indianapolis was not the original home of our BOTY.  He 

was born in La Porte, Indiana.  He is the ñbabyò of the 
family and has two older brothers and a sister.  It was a 

close-knit family and their lives placed a high importance 
on the practice of their Lutheran faith.  They did a lot of 

singing, much of it focused on their seven -day-a-week 
family devotion of Bible reading with appropriate hymns.  

Music has always had a special place in Jimôs life.  He 

has sung in a choir since he was in the second grade.  
When he was in high school, he was involved in school 

plays, choirs and musicals.  In one production, he played 
one of the men on the train on the way to River City in 

ñThe Music Man.ò 

Our BOTY enrolled in the Journalism program at IU after 

graduation from high school in 1968, but found that 
college just wasnôt where he was supposed to be at that 

time.  He enlisted in the U.S. Navy during the Viet Nam 

war.  He was in boot camp in San Diego, electronics 
school in Memphis and then was assigned to permanent 

station at Patuxtent Naval Air Station in Maryland.  Jim 
worked as a flight mechanic for two years before 

injuring his knee, which resulted in an Honorable 
Discharge in 1971.  He was married in 1970, and in 1971 

number one son came along, followed by a set of twin 
boys in 1974. 

After his discharge from the Navy, Jim and his family 

returned to Indiana, and he re -enrolled at IU.  He spent 

two more years in Journalism, but the financial pressure 

of his family obligations caused him to withdraw.  He 
eventually got a job with the State of Indiana which 

lasted for 13 years.  It was during that time the family 
moved to the east side of Indianapolis.  He got 

interested in emergency service while working for the 

State and became a volunteer fireman in Warren 
Township.  In 1983, the Township hired him as a full 

time fireman, and by 1993 he had worked his way up to 
EMS Division Chief. 

Jimôs first marriage ended in divorce in 1995, but his life 
as a married man wasnôt over.  He had met his present 

wife, Ronnie , during an EMS training class.  They were 
married in September 1996, and in 1999 their son Ryan  

was born.  Jim retired from Warren Township in 2003 
after 20 years of service.  He is currently working as a 
Supervisor for the Indiana Blood Center. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Congratulations to Jim Rosenau,  
Our 2009 Barbershopper of the Year  

Article by Jim Sauder, Photos by Scott Hutchison  

BOTY 2008 Bill Chisler (right) presents the traveling trophy 

to Jim Rosenau, as Jimôs son Ryan looks on. 
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Chapter Leadership 2010  
 

President  
Jerry Troxel 

 

VP Chapter Development  
Steve Cline 

 

VP Music & Performance  
Duane Henry 

 

VP PR & Marketing  
Randy Freeman 

 

VP Operations  
Larry Anthony 

 

Secretary  
Tom Bradley 

 

Treasurer  
Jim Sauder 

 

Board Members at Large  
Jeff Boyd, David Fouts, 

Andrew Myer 
 

Immediate Past President  
Jim Rosenau 

 

Director  
Garry Texeira 

 

Assistant Director  
Andrew Myer 

Greater Indianapolis Chapter  

Membership Statistics  
 

Chapter members as of February 1, 2010:  100 

Average member age:  56.6 

Average years of service: 18 

Number of active members:  72 (72%)  

Craft Corner  

Singing in Tune 
Third in a series of nine articles  

by Freddie King 

(from the Dundalk, Maryland chapterôs Charivari, Tom Wheatley, editor)  

Chapter 3  

The resonating cavities can be fully utilized only when the throat is relaxed 

and open, and the upper throat is arched in a high palate position. The 
mouth is best used as a resonance chamber when all the muscles, including 

the tongue, are relaxed and the cavity of the mouth is enlarged. The naso -
pharynx and the nasal cavity are most effectively used when a slight 

opening between the oropharynx and the nasopharynx is maintained, thus 
allowing an extension of the vibrating column of air emanating from the 

larynx. The feeling involved in this is similar to yawning.  

If the resonance is closed, muffled, nasal, or pinched, as the result of 

partially closed resonators, the singer will tend to flat. Let's take the first 

three areas covered in this series and make up an expression which holds 
true to a great degree:  

Alert Posture + Accurate Hearing + High Arched Tone 
Utilizing the Resonators =  No Flatting  

Next month, we'll get into more of the discussion of control aspects needed 
for good singing. 

February Guests 
Joining us at our Guest Night/Open House on February 22 were Jeff 

Steinbrown  (guest of Jim Rosenau), Brian Matthews  (Gene Schwilke), 

Michael Collins (Randy Freeman), Collin Hughes , Chris Elmore , Art  

Potter , Mark Roembke (Harry Roembke), Brad Pape (Carl Sipe), Tyler 

Kniess (Steven Harris and Bill Chisler), Roger Rutter (Gene Schwilke), 

Brian Waite (Carl Sipe), James Hinkle (Jimmy Hinkle) and Kent Galyon 

(Duane Henry).  Also joining us on the risers earlier in the month were 

Scott Beverly , Greg Roembke (Harry Roembke) and Drew Kirkman 

(Garry Texeira). 
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Calendar  

of Events  
 

CCS Cabaret  
Christ Lutheran Church 

March 19, 7:00 p.m.  
 

CCS Fun Day  
Dave & Busterôs 

March 20, 9:30 a.m. 
 

Cardinal District Spring 

Convention and Contests  
Ft. Wayne Hotel  

and Conference Center 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 

April 9-11 
 

Chorus Retreat and 

Coaching Session  
with Mark Hale  

Christ Lutheran Church 
May 21-22 

 

Annual Show  
Warren Performing Arts Center 
June 12, 2:30 and 7:30 p.m.  

 

Afterglow  
Holy Spirit Gymnasium 
June 12, 10:00 p.m. 

 

International Barbershop 
Harmony Convention  

June 28 - July 4 
Philadelphia Convention Center 

For detailed information on all 
chapter performances check 

our weekly bulletin,  

SOUND  BYTES  
 or go to:  

www.circlecitysound.org  
and visit the 

Members Only section 

The deadline for the April issue 
of The Beat  is  

March 26. Send articles to: 

jtroxel@ameritech.net  

Strolling Down Memory Lane  
 A monthly look back at our chapterôs history 

by Lew Gillespie, Chapter Historian  

Five Years Ago  

The 2005 Singing Valentine report 
showed a total of 168 valentines 

delivered, compared to 201 in 2004.  
The most Singing Valentines were 

delivered on February 14, with 131 
delivered.  The projected revenue 

for the singing valentines program 
was $7,925.00.  One of the high-

lights of the quartet that Dave 

Coleman  participated with was 
singing in the Indiana Statehouse 

on the floor of the House of Repre-
sentatives, to State Representative 

Cindy Noe .  Others in the quartet 
were  Duane Henry, Dustin Hall, 

and Eric Hardy.  Another quartet 
composed of  Duane Henry, Don 

Brown, Larry Anthony, and Eric 

Hardy  had the privilege of singing 
to WIBC Radio personality Terri 

Stacy  on the morning show.  WIBC 
has always been a supporter of our 

Singing Valentines program. 

In January 2005, the Indy chapter 

started a fun, new, voluntary pro-
gram called Suppers Eight.  The 

main goal of the program was to 

give all chapter members (both 
chorus and non-chorus members) 

the opportunity to socialize and 
help get to know our fellow barber-

shoppers.  The program would run 
four months, and then new groups 

would be established.  Once the 
groups were established, one cou-

ple would host a dinner in their 

home each month, prepare the en-
trée, and each of the other couples 

would bring a side dish.  If the cou-
ple was unable to host a dinner in 

their home, the group might go out 
to a restaurant for dinner.  As a 

benefit, the wives and significant 
others would get to know the guys 

you sing with, as well as meeting 

one another.  (Material taken from  
The Beat, Vol. 36, Issue 3, March, 

2005, R. Duane Henry, editor).  

Ten Years Ago  

Plans were an-
nounced for the 

2000 annual 
show which 

would be held 
on June 9-10 at 

the Warren 
Performing Arts 

Center.  Guest 

quartet would 
be The Juras-
sic Larks .  The theme of the show 
was ñHere, There and Everywhere.ò  

ñHereò is Indiana; ñThereò is Dixie; 
and ñEverywhereò is where the rest 

of our repertoire takes us.  Scott 
Hutchison  played a grand piano 

for his intro to ñHeart and Soulò and 

Earl Corneliusôs harmonica intro  
began ñAn American Trilogy.ò 

On December 9, 2000, our chorus 
and Capital City Chorus  would 

present a two-hour holiday concert.  
This was a joint effort in all respects 

where both choruses sold ads and 
tickets for the show.  With a 160 -

voice mixed harmony chorus, this 

would rival our performance with 
the Indianapolis Childrenôs 
Choir . 

1990 International champion quar-

tet, Acoustix , was scheduled to 
appear as the guest quartet on the 

Heart of Indiana (Harmony, Inc.) 
chapter show on July 15, 2000, at 

the Warren Performing Arts Center. 

Our chapter taping program would 
start with two Mondays per month, 

with each member having a sched-
ule of the songs to be taped.  On 

the weeks the chapter tapes, the 
chorus rehearsal time would be 

extended to 10:00 p.m. (articles 
taken from Inside The Pride , Vol. 
31, Issue 3, March, 2000, Brad 

McAlexander, editor).  

Lew Gillespie 
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Secure the future of barbershop harmony through your generous gifts to the Founderõs Club, Presidentõs 

Council, Ambassadors of Song, and Tribute Gifts.   

www.harmonyfoundation.org 

Jim became interested in barbershopping when he 

attended a chapter show at Warren.  He liked what he 
heard and attended a chapter meeting shortly thereafter 

and  be came a 
member of The Pride 
of Indy (now Circle 
City Sound ) in 1996.  

He has sung in two 

quartets.  The first, 
Harmony Station , 

included tenor Steve 
Landau , bass John 

McQuistion, our 
BOTY as lead, and son Aaron Rosenau  as baritone. 

Phil Miller also sang baritone with the quartet, after 
Aaron left to attend seminary.  Another personnel 

change to the quartet brought in Jerry Troxel  as 

baritone and led to renaming the quartet Harmonizinô. 
It was in this quartet that Jim got his first experience of 

quartet competition at the district level, competing in 
two district contests.  In recent years, Jim has hung up 

his Lead hat and switched to Bass.   

Chapter leadership soon called Jim, and he responded to 

the call.  He has served the chapter as Membership VP 
and Secretary for two years respectively and then served 

three years as President.  He was Assistant General 

Chairman for the International Convention held in 
Indianapolis in 2006.  In 2001, he was given the 

chapterôs first  ñMost Improved Performerò award.  He is 
also a charter member of the Indiana Harmony 
Brigade . 

It is with great pride that we honor our nominee 

receiving this yearôs award.  Ladies and gentlemen, 
please join with us in congratulating:  

The 2009 Greater Indianapolis Chapter  
Barbershopper of the Year  

Mr. James Rosenau            

(Continued from page 1) 
 

1971  GENE NEWCOMBE 

1972  DON HARBIN 

1973  DON LAUGHLIN 

1974  DON BONG 

1975  TOM GENUNG 

1976  BOB WEISS 

1977  WALT GRIFFITH 

1978  RALPH KATZENBERGER 

1979  CHUCK McKINSEY 

1980  GARY BECHTEL 

1981  DICK NYIKOS 

1982  HUCK SINCLAIR 

1983  CLAY SHERMAN 

1984  ANDY WALBRING 

1985  HARRY ROEMBKE 

1986  VIRGIL CRADY 

1987  BEN McVEY 

1988  GEORGE HOUK 

1989  LYNN MARTIN 
 

1990  MAX GREEN 

1991  BUTCH KENNEDY 

1992  HOWARD FOSTER 

1993  STEVE CLINE 

1994  DAVID HINER 

1995  REX PARKER 

1996  JIM PATTERSON 

1997  BRAD McALEXANDER 

1998  PHIL MILLER 

1999  VIC KENDALL 

2000  DUANE HENRY 

2001  BOB BOEHMER 

2002  JIM SULLIVAN 

2003  LARRY ANTHONY 

2004  TERRY SILKE 

2005  JERRY TROXEL 

2006  JOHN McQUISTION  

2007  JIM SAUDER 

2008  BILL CHISLER 

2009  JIM ROSENAU 

Greater Indianapolis Chapter  
Barbershoppers of the Year  

BOTY 


