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This Valentines Day singout 
excursion marks the ninth year in a 
row that Sounds Familiar has 
participated in the chorus Valentines 
Day fund raiser event but there was 
nothing ñfamiliarò about this year 
compared to any other.  I guess I 
should have known that things were 
going to be different this year, 
because we were asked to switch 
days from the 14th to Friday the 
13th, on Monday the 9th.  Not a lot 
of time to re -arrange schedules, so 

the first twist came with tenor Dave Cala having a 
mandatory CPR class for his job that lasted until 11:30 
AM. OK, so we lose doing morning singouts. Not a big 
deal, so baritone Lew Gillespie could sleep 
longer in Muncie before driving to Indy.   

Friday morning still had its drama, though.  I 
picked up our order information sheets, flyers, 
and flowers about 8:30 AM, being certain 
there was still plenty of time to meet the rest 
of the quartet.  I looked for the Polaroid camera in the 
box of flowers and did not find anything.  I called 
Duane Henry [who manages the Valentine Central 
supplies for the chorus] who told me they were in a box 
on the round table in the center across from our order 
packet.  Still not a big deal, since I live only 10 minutes 
away.  I got dressed in my tux and headed back to 
Duane's house around 10:15 AM.  I discovered the door 
to his sun room was locked!  Now what?  I called Duane 
back a couple of times, who provided a pass code to 
help get into the sun room.  My entry also set off his 
house alarm!  I had to call Duane again to get into his 
house to shut off the alarm, and now his security 
system folks are calling while I am on the phone to 
Duane.  I got the alarm system disabled, picked up the 
camera, and hurried back to my truck.  I half expected 
the police to show up as I was backing down his 

driveway, requiring me to try 
and explain what I was doing.  
I am sure I would have been 
the best-dressed guy in the 
county lockup. 

You would think by now that 
the ñhorror storyò would be 
over, and all would be well the 
rest of the day?  Oh NO, not by 
a long shot.  Our bass, Steve 
McPherson , was nearly a full half -hour late to our 
initial rendezvous point at my church on the Eastside, 
and our first stop was in Plainfield with a one -hour 
window time frame.  But no worries, mate!  We were 
armed with Steveôs GPS Garmin, and although it was an 

older model, we were certain that all would be 
just fine.   

Our first Valentine engagement was to a guy 
(recently wed) who worked for the Plainfield 
DOT.  Boy, was he ever embarrassed when he 
realized what was going on!  We of course 

enjoyed his discomfort as did his boss and co-workers.  
The first sign that we were going to have ñtechnicalò 
problems, too, started with the camera.  Our camera 
would seem to work but would not eject the photos.  
After having the co-workers take a couple of digital 
photos, we made ready to leave.  I worked with the 
camera in the parking lot and discovered the photos 
were jamming up in the ejection mechanism.  I pulled 
them out, looked at the number which indicated we still 
had a couple of shots left and headed back in.  Our guy 
was almost over being embarrassed until we came back 
in again.  This time we discovered the camera counter 
was wrong, so we had to go back to the van to get 
more film.  After ejecting two or three photos at one 
time upon loading the new film, we got our Polaroid 
shot and were on our way to stop number two.   Little 
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by Keith Leavell, lead of Sounds Familiar 

Sounds Familiar 

(L to R) Lew, Steve,  

Keith, Dave Keith Leavell 

-photo by  

Jerry Troxel 



Page 2 March 2009  THE  B EAT  

 

THE  B EAT  
Jerry E. Troxel, Editor  

129 Yorkshire Blvd. E 
Indianapolis, IN  46229  

317 891-1634 
jtroxel@ameritech.net 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The BEAT is published monthly   
by the Greater Indianapolis, Indiana, 

Chapter of the  

Barbershop Harmony Society, 
 

a proud member of the  
Cardinal District Association  

of Barbershop Chapters 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Chapter Leadership 2009  
 

President  
Jerry Troxel 

 

VP Chapter Development  
Steve Cline 

 

VP Music & Performance  
Duane Henry 

 

VP PR & Marketing  
Randy Freeman 

 

Secretary  
Tom Bradley 

 

Treasurer  
Jim Sauder 

 

Board Members at Large  
Jeff Boyd 

David Fouts 
Brad McAlexander 

 

Immediate Past President  
Jim Rosenau 

 

Director  
Garry Texeira 

 Secure the future of barbershop harmony through 

your generous gifts to the Founderõs Club, Presidentõs 

Council, Ambassadors of Song, and Tribute Gifts.   
www.harmonyfoundation.org 

did any of us suspect that this was 
to be the pattern with our camera 
all day long. 

Our next ñtechnicalò problem came 
into play going from West 38 th 
Street near I -465 and heading to 
Avon off Highway U.S. 36.  If any 
of you try using a GPS to get from 
location to location, realize that 
sometimes they are great and other 
times can lead you astray.  Only 
someone who has traveled with 
Sounds Familiar on a Valentines 
Day related singout excursion can 
truly appreciate the chaos that 
goes on in the vehicle going from 
one assignment to the next.  (Ask 
Patrick McAlexander  or Lucas 
Snyder  sometime, if you get a 
chance.) With Daveôs absent-
minded driving habits and Steveôs 
eyes glued to the Garmin screen 
giving Dave directions, it took us 
over 50 minutes to get to our third 
assignment in Avon.  We managed 
to take a tour of I -465 to I -70 to 
the Indianapolis International 
Airport terminal, back to I -70, 
through Plainfield again and finally 
got to Avon and our third singout.   

The rest of the events were very 
similar with either the camera or 
the Garmin causing some sort of 
issue all day long.  From start to 
finish, we managed to cover 220 
total miles, consumed two and a 
half packs of film and have 
memories that will last a lifetime.   

We sang for a total of three men 

during our trip (a new record for 
us)ðone who was embarrassed 
beyond belief in Plainfield, one in 
Beech Grove at St. Francis who was 
pleased but puzzled as he had also 
bought a Singing Valentine for his 
wife (thanks to Larry Klein, I 
believe), and one who sings for the 
Indianapolis Opera company with 
his wife present (also involved with 
the opera company) who were 
totally thrilled with the musical 
experience. 

The womenôs reactions at our 
engagements were also all over the 
mapðfrom a Staples store, with a 
somewhat blasé reaction, to a 
dental assistant literally jumping for 
joy, to being asked if we were 
strippers at a grade school, to 
poignant tears as we sang 
(probably for the last time) to 
Libby Doss , widow of John Doss , 
a longtime chorus bass singer, as 
she prepares to move to Evansville 
to an assisted living facility to be 
near her remaining family. 

Every year we do this brings new 
experiences, joy, and happiness for 
the recipient, the person placing 
the order, and for us as we deliver 
their message of love and caring. If 
you have not participated in the 
Singing Valentines fund raiser 
before, try and make room for it 
next year.  Your experiences may 
not be filled with as much drama 
and chaos as ours was this year but 
I guarantee it will be a unique 
experience you will remember. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Barberpole Cat Learning Program 
 

Our Barberpole Cat song for the month of March is: 

ñYouôre the Flower of My Heart, Sweet Adelineò   
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Calendar  

of Events  
 

Cardinal District Spring 
Convention and Contests  

Columbus, Indiana 
March 27-29 

 

CCS Visit to the  
Bloomington Chapter  

Tuesday, April 28 
 

Singing for Life!  
May 2009 

 

ArtsGarden Performance  
Circle Centre Mall 

Saturday, May 2, 2:30 pm 
 

CCS Annual Show  
Warren Performing Arts Center 

Saturday, June 13 
2:30 pm and 7:30 pm  

 

Barbershop Harmony Society 
International Convention  

Anaheim, California 
June 28ðJuly 5 

 

Harmony Explosion Camp  
Indiana Wesleyan University 

Marion, Indiana 
July 15-17 

 

Cardinal Chord College  
Indiana Wesleyan University 

Marion, Indiana 
July 17-19 

 

For detailed information on all 
chapter performances check 

our weekly bulletin,  

SOUND  BYTES  
 or go to:  

www.circlecitysound.org  
and visit the 

Members Only section 

The newsletter deadline for the 
April issue of The Beat  is 

March 26. Send articles to:  

jtroxel@ameritech.net  

A Stroll Down Memory Lane 
by Lew Gillespie, editor of Inside the Pride , 1991 -1995  

Five Years Ago  

Plans were announced for the Car-
dinal Chord College 2004, to be 
held in Marion, Indiana from July 
16-18.  1990 International quartet 
champs, Acoustix , were the guest 
quartet coaches for the weekend.  
They were also featured on the 
Saturday night show.  Jim DeBus-
man , Society Music Specialist, was 
the guest dean.  Invited faculty 
members included:  Don Gray, 
Tom Gentry, Jim Miller, Ken 
Buckner, Bryan Hughes, and 
John Zehnder.   (article taken 
from In-Ky Notes, Vol. 53, Issue 1, 
March 2004, Bob Morton , editor).  

Larry Anthony  was honored as 
the 2003 BOTY at the annual ban-
quet held on February 6, 2004, at 
the Indiana Historical Society in 
downtown Indianapolis.  Larry had-
been a barbershopper for 32 years.  
His first quartet, Novelty Shop , 
included Dave Galbraith, l ead, 
Mal Long, tenor, and Steve Jor-
dan, baritone.  In their first district 
competition, they finished in sec-
ond place, just behind future Inter-
national champs, The Bluegrass 
Student Union, from Louisville, 
Kentucky.  Other quartets that 
Larry belonged to over the years 
included:  Mid State Alliance, 
Certified Sound, and Keynotes.  
He  served the Greater Indianapolis 
chapter in numerous positions,  
served as chapter president for 
three years and had volunteered to 
serve as the 2004 annual show 
chairman.  (article found in The 
Beat, Vol.35, Issue 3, March 2004, 
R. Duane Henry , editor).  

Ten Years Ago  

Chapter News:  
The Indianapo-
lis Childrenôs 
Choir  would 
present their 
annual show on 
May 4, 1999, at 
Clowes Memorial 
Hall on the cam-
pus of Butler 
University.  The 
Pride of Indy  
would be the guest artist for the 
two shows held that day.  Indian-
apolis school children were invited 
to these concerts.  The chorus 
would perform three songs in each 
show.  The Greater Indianapolis 
Chapter had been working to start 
a Youth Harmony Outreach  pro-
gram for several years. 

The Member Spotlight in the 
monthly newsletter focused on 
Scott Hutchison.  He originally 
joined the Danville, Illinois barber-
shop chapter as a youth while living 
in Warren County, Indiana.  Scott 
attended Ball State University and 
majored in music his first year.  
Although continuing to take voice 
and piano lessons, he switched to a 
business major during his sopho-
more year.  Working for IBM 
brought him to Evansville, Indiana 
where he was a member of the 
Evansville Songfellows.   He and 
his wife, Christy, have three sons 
that are members of the Indian-
apolis Childrenôs Choir.  (Article 
borrowed from Inside The Pride, 
Vol. 30, Issue 3, March, 1999, 
Brad McAlexander,  editor).  

Lew Gillespie 

Chapter Historian 

 

Don't forget to bring your tape recorder to each rehearsal! 
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Call in the SWOT Team! 

As many of you know, your chapter leaders met 
in an all-day Leadership Retreat session in 
January.  Steve and Becky Cline hosted the 
event in their new home and the board 
accomplished quite a lot in our time together.  
We came up with a list of ideas and action 
items that should keep us busy for many 
months and years to come.  Just ask our 
secretary, Tom Bradley , who was saddled with 
the task of documenting all the discussions and 
decisions of that meeting!  

You will be hearing more about our plans in the coming 
months, but I wanted to cover two items in particular.  

First, we decided to make a slight change in our mission 
statement.  Our new mission statement now reads: 
Circle City Soundôs mission is to perform with excellence 
in the barbershop style and encourage singing within 
the community, because singing enhances life.  The 
change that was made was to remove the words ñwe 
believe thatò which originally preceded ñsinging 
enhances life.ò   This change reflects what we have all 
learned by being in the Barbershop Harmony Society 
and this chorusðwe donôt just believe that singing 
enhances life, it is a fact. 

Second, we did a S.W.O.T. analysis of the chapter.  This 

process has an organization look at its Strengths, 

Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats.  This was an 

interesting process, to say the least.  (I guess when you 
get a group of ten guys together early on a cold 
Saturday morning you should expect some interesting 
comments, especially from the PR and Marketing guy 
who insists that we recognize his own handsomeness as 
a strength of the chapter.)  

But seriously, your chapter leaders took time to do a 
thorough assessment of our chapter, in order to better 
understand where we are now, and what our potential 
for the future is.  We will use our notes from that 
meeting (thanks, Tom!) to guide our discussions and 
decisions throughout the year. 

Here is a sampling of what we came up with as chapter 
strengths (in no particular order):   

Good core of members dedicated to the chorus 

Excellent director 

Dedicated leadership 

Good Singing Valentines program 

High quality shows 

Retention of music skills 

Couple of strong chapter quartets which are active 
in the chorus 

Best BOTY banquet in the Society 

Overall positive attitude 

Upward trajectory 

Support of our International Society  

Rich, long-established history as a chapter 

Great musical talent, individually and collectively, 
with great potential  

This list should make you proud to be associated with 
this fine chapter; it does me!  At our February board 
meeting, we discussed ways to build upon these 
strengths to move the chapter forward.  Have ideas of 
your own?  Talk to any board member, or, better yet, 
join us at our next board meeting!  

 

  Jerry Troxel 
  CHAPTER PRESIDENT  

 

ñWe came up with a list of ideas and ac-

tion items that should keep us busyéò 

The quartet was sitting on the porch talking when they saw a funeral procession go past the 
house. That got them to thinking and prompted a consideration of the question, "If you could 
hear what people say about you as they pass your casket, what is the single thing you would 
most like to hear?ò 

The Lead said, "He was a wonderful singer, a genius, and a fine husband and father." 
The Bass answered, "He was a great entertainer and a wonderful family man." 
The Tenor proclaimed, "He was loved by all who knew him. Humanity has suffered a great loss."  
The Baritone replied, "I would really like to hear them say, 'LOOK, HE'S MOVING!'" 
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A Simply Sweet TV Appearance 
by Patrick McAlexander, tenor of Timeless 

On the Sunday morning the weekend 
before Valentineôs Day, two of our quartets, 
Timeless  and Smilinô Through, got the 
opportunity to be on the WISH -TV Channel 
8 news program "Daybreak Sunday 
Morning."  We all met, Timeless in tuxes and Smilinô 
Through in street clothes, at the Simply Sweet Shoppe 
in Carmel, along with channel 8 personality Dick 
Wolfsie . 

Dick managed to come up with ideas for what we would 
do on camera in between shots.  The storyline of the 
series of segments went as follows: 

As the owners of the Simply 
Sweet Shoppe show Dick 
around their store and tell 
him about their candy, he 
asks them if they have any 
other Valentineôs Day 
surprises besides the candy, 

and they tell him that they have one trick up their 
sleeve.  One of them proceeds to open a curtain to a 
back room where Timeless is standing in tuxes as if they 
had been there the whole year (What made this funnier 
was that the shop had only been open since August).  
Timeless sings ñHeart of My Heart.ò 

Later on, as Timeless sings again, four average 
shoppers (actually Smilinô Through) are seen picking out 
candy.  Dick then asks one of them (Jerry Troxel) if he 
likes Barbershop singing, to which he responds, ñeh, not 
so much.ò  The four men come to the conclusion that 
they could get together and sing just as well as the 
ñrealò quartet.  They launch into ñIt Had to Be Youò, and  
(as planned) it sounds horrible ( Dustin Hall , Smilin' 
Through's regular lead, who was unable to participate, 

sent baritone John McQuistion 
a text message immediately 
after that segment that read, 
ñYou guys suck!ò). 

After having been given a half-
hour to practice, the "newly -
formed" quartet sings and is 
much better than before, 
prompting Dick to ask if it was 
ñokayò for two quartets to sing 
together, to which both quartets 
respond positively.  Later, the 
octet is upstairs in the shop on a 
stage, where they launch into 
ñLet Me Call You Sweetheartò before Dick interrupts and 
asks if they can sing something less sappy, to which 
they respond by singing ñHappy Together.ò 

This was truly one of the most fun barbershop 
experiences I have had in my eight years as a part of 
the Society.  Dick Wolfsie was a pleasure to work with; 
he laughed at a lot of the things we said (particularly 
Jerryôs witty remarks) and we enjoyed his creativity and 
appreciation of the Barbershop style.  The owners of the 
candy store were very nice to us, sending with me a 
small container of sour candy called ñToxic Wasteò when 
I left.  In fact, on Valentineôs Day we went back to the 
shop to sing for them again (and get more Toxic 
Waste). 

The chorus got quite a few Singing Valentine sales from 
this broadcast.  If any of you find the opportunity to get 
the chorus some advertisement, absolutely take it, no 
matter what time of year we are in.  People will respond 
by buying valentines, tickets, or memberships.  They did 
this time. 

Patrick  

McAlexander 

-photo by  

Morrie Turner 

Timeless 

Jared Gollnitz (bari), Brad McAlexander (substitute bass), 

Randy Freeman (lead), Patrick McAlexander (tenor), 

with Dick Wolfsie 

Smilin' Through  

Jerry Troxel (tenor), Steve Grimes (substitute lead),  

Harold Mathews (bass), John McQuistion (bari) 


