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Have you ever signed up for a class or seminar 
that you were just sure, or at least hopeful, 
that the knowledge or information you were in 
search of and about to receive would finally be 
revealed?  You no doubt found yourself eager 
with anticipation.  

For eight of the past nine years, Scott and 
Christy Hutchison along with Micci and I 
have made an annual pilgrimage, in June, to 
St. Louis for the Ambassadors of Harmony ,  
2004 International chorus champions,  annual show.  As 
you might imagine, a show by an International 
champion is something to see and hear.  I always felt 
that if I could just attend one of their rehearsals, all 
would be revealed.  I could find out what the secret was 
for a chorus to be an International champion.  

Well, the time had finally arrived.  Thursday, May 21, I 
went to St. Louis on business.  Actually, I had purposely 
planned this trip to be on a Thursday so that I might 
fulfill that longtime desire.  With business out of the 
way, I was on my way to their meeting, filled with eager 
anticipation.  When I arrived, the only person I knew 
was Rich Knight , so we visited for awhile, and he 
introduced me to several others.  I was given a name -
tag and a guest book, and was invited to sing with the 
chorus.  Since they were going to spend the evening 
working on their International contest package, I figured 
I would just be in the way, so I declined the offer.  

There were approximately 100 men on the risers as 
their rehearsal began.  Jonny Moroni , bari of Vocal 
Spectrum , led the warm -ups, which lasted from 7:00 
to 7:30.  By 7:30 there were about 125 in attendance.  I 
was told that several men carpool from four to five 
hours away.  The warm-ups were full of energy and 
primarily consisted of singing vowel targets at various 
dynamic ranges as well as emotionally preparing bodies 
and faces. 

About halfway through the warm -ups, I suddenly 
thought that I was in a time warp.  I looked over at the 
door and who came walking in?  None other than 
Dustin and Kelly Hall !  Neither of us knew the other 
would be there.  Talk about coincidence! 

Director Jim Henry was out of town, so the rehearsal 
was run by assistant director David Wright .  As the 
evening went on, I noticed that there were a few 
recurring themes: matching vowels, correct notes and 
words, and emoting.  At one point, David Wright 
suggested that it was past time for knowing words and 
notes, and that if someone didnôt have them down, they 
might want to consider becoming part of the audience.  
The choreography was exciting and over the top.  Guess 
thatôs what you can do when the average age of the 
front row is about 25.  

Their rehearsals run from 7:00 to 8:45, at which time 
they take care of their business meeting and have a 
break.  Rehearsal begins again at 9:15 and lasts until 
10:30.  Thatôs correct, 10:30.  I was anxious to see what 
the fallout would be after the break, but if anyone left, I 
didnôt notice, and there didnôt seem to be any vacancies 
on the risers. 

In the end what was revealed?  Did I find out what the 
secret was for a chorus to be an International 
champion?  I found that this champion chorus works on 

(Continued on page 2) 

My Quest for the Secret! 
 

  Duane Henry 
  VP MUSIC AND PERFORMANCE  

ñI always felt that if I could just attend one 

of their rehearsals, all would be revealed.ò 
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Reminder:  Every Monday is a Guest Night!  

Barberpole Cat Learning Program 
 

Our Barberpole Cats for the month of June are 

ñSweet and Lovelyò  and  ñMy Wild Irish Roseò 

the same things we do.  They  
were constantly being reminded of 
matching vowels, knowing notes 
and words, being emotionally 
involved in the song, and doing the 
correct choreography.  Itôs the 
same thing Garry works on with us 
every week.  So whatôs the 
difference, other than an additional 
100+ men?  I believe itôs 
commitment by every man to be in 
attendance, to do his best, and buy 
in to the plan.  In the time I was 
there, it was difficult to find a man 
on the risers who wasnôt giving 
100% all the time.  With the 
exception of having seven gold 
medal quartet guys in the chorus, 
the men are no better singers than 

those in the CCS; there are just a 
lot more of them, and in this case 
size really does matter. 

There you have it.  I found no 
secret formula and nothing new 
was revealed.  It just boils down to 
good blocking and tackling all the 
time, every time; and Iôm 
convinced that, under Garryôs 
leadership, we can do it. 

One last comment.  For many years 
I considered traveling to a distant 
city to sing with a good large 
chorus.  Iôm excited to say that I 
have found all I need to do is drive 
across town to the chorus that 
rehearses at Christ Lutheran 
Church on Kitley Avenue. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Ashley and I would like to say thank 
you again to all of you for the 
wonderful baby shower and gifts you 
gave us. It was more than generous 
and so appreciated!  
 

Love and sincere gratitude to each and every one of 
you. Thank you and God bless you to everyone. 
  
Garry & Ashley 
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Calendar  

of Events  
 

American Harmony  
Keystone Art Cinema 

Friday, June 5 through  
Thursday, June 11  

2:30, 5:00, 7:15, 9:30 pm  
 

CCS Annual Show  
Warren Performing Arts Center 

Saturday, June 13 
2:30 pm and 7:30 pm  

 
Afterglow  

Holy Spirit Gymnasium 
Saturday, June 13 

10:00 pm 
 

Barbershop Harmony Society 
International Convention  

Anaheim, California 
June 28ðJuly 5 

 

Harmony Explosion Camp  
Indiana Wesleyan University 

Marion, Indiana 
July 8-10 

 

Cardinal Chord College  
Indiana Wesleyan University 

Marion, Indiana 
July 10-12 

 

Harmony University  
Missouri Western State University 

St. Joseph, Missouri 
July 26ðAugust 2 

For detailed information on all 
chapter performances check 

our weekly bulletin,  

SOUND  BYTES  
 or go to:  

www.circlecitysound.org  
and visit the 

Members Only section 

The newsletter deadline for the 
July issue of The Beat  is  
June 18. Send articles to:  

jtroxel@ameritech.net  

A Stroll Down Memory Lane 
by Lew Gillespie, editor of Inside the Pride , 1991 -1995  

Five Years Ago  

April 27, 2004 
was a big eve-
ning for the 
Greater Indian-
apolis Chapter 
as they hosted 
the SPEBSQSA 
Road Show.  
The evening, 
which was or-
ganized by 

chapter member Bill Campbell  
and led by Mel Knight , Barber-
shop Society guru, was an out-
standing success, as approximately 
200 members and guests from the 
Cardinal District attended. 

The Society established the Road 
Shows, 20 in 2004, for Barbershop-
pers to spend an evening with 
other Barbershoppers.  ñEach ses-
sion will be an inter -chapter activity 
designed to reconnect you, the 
member, with your barbershop 
roots while enjoying yourself im-
mensely and learning why you 
need to share this hobby more with 
others.ò 

Afterthought , 2002 Cardinal Dis-
trict quartet champions, taught tags 
and a couple of new songs to eve-
ryone.  Attendees were also enter-
tained by members of the 2003 
Indiana Harmony Brigade cho-
rus.  Everyone agreed that they 
hoped this was only the first of 
many annual Road Shows to come 
(material taken from The Beat, 
June 2004, Vol. 35, Issue 6, R. 
Duane Henry, editor and The Har-
monizer, January-February, 2004, 
Vol. 54, Issue 1, Lorin May, edi-
tor).  

Ten Years Ago  

The rich sounds of barbershop 
were combined with the pure, ele-
gant tones of accomplished young 
singers as The Pride of Indy 
Chorus  shared the stage with The 
Indianapolis Childrenôs Choir at 
the Warren Performing Arts Center 
on June 11 and 12, 1999.  After 
their melodious presentation of 
ñTeach The Children To Singò and 
ñPlay A Simple Melody,ò followed by 
the moving ñLet There Be Music, 
Let There Be Love,ò the audience 
members jumped to their feet with 
thunderous applause and approval. 

Six chapter quartets joined in the 
celebration, with Four At A Time, 
Brickyard Boys, Keynotes, Still 
At Large, and Grand Entrance  
performing on the show, and Har-
mony Station providing entertain-
ment in the lobby during the inter-
mission.  The guest quartet was 
The Brooks Brothers , a comedy 
quartet from the Illinois District.  
Big congratulations to show chair-
man Jim Sullivan , his committee, 
the musical leadership, the chorus 
members, and their special guests, 
for putting on a fine show.   

Upcoming dates for the chapter 
included:  July 10, Indiana Histori-
cal Museum Dedication, July 15, 
Harmony Explosion Camp at Ball 
State University; September 3, 90th 
Infantry Division Reunion at the 
Hyatt Regency, and October 1-3, 
fall convention in Columbus, Indi-
ana (material gathered from Inside 
The Pride, June, 1999, Vol.30, Is-
sue 6, Brad McAlexander, edi-
tor).  

Lew Gillespie 

Chapter Historian 

 Secure the future of barbershop harmony through 

your generous gifts to the Founderõs Club, Presidentõs 

Council, Ambassadors of Song, and Tribute Gifts.   
www.harmonyfoundation.org 
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The past few weeks have been very busy ones for Cir-
cle  City Sound .  We have had a road trip, a perform-
ance, a Singing for Life event, a recording session, and a 
baby shower, all while preparing for our annual show.  

Letôs back up few weeks.  The week of April 27, by prior 
arrangement, we cancelled our Monday night rehearsal, 
and made a Tuesday night road trip to Bloomington, 
Indiana, for a night of Barbershopping with three other 
chapters.  Forty-three men from our chapter and several 
wives attended a well-planned out extravaganza for the 
Columbus/Greenwood, Terre Haute and Greater Indian-
apolis chapters, hosted by the Bloomington chapter. 

After combined chorus warm-ups, each chapter per-
formed three songs, and one of their chapter quartets 
was invited to sing.  The evening concluded with a com-
bined chorus performance and coaching from the four 
directors (Lyle Pettigrew, Terry Wence, Kurt Vogel 
and Garry Texeira ), followed by tag singing and re-
freshments.  Many thanks to Steve Albert , president of 
the Bloomington chapter, for including us in this fun 
event. 

On Saturday of the same week, Circle City Sound per-
formed a spring concert in the ArtsGarden.  This was a 
free event that we promoted as a sneak preview of our 
upcoming annual show.  Director Garry Texeira had a 
prior commitment, so new member Andrew Myer was 
tapped to step in and direct us through a very energetic 
package. Andrew did a superb job! The chorus sounded 
great in that fantastic venue, and the package was en-
hanced by excellent performances by our emcees and 
our chapter quartets, Smilinô Through and Timeless , 
concluding with the always-popular ñAmerica the Beauti-
ful/Overlayò medley. 

The following Saturday, 12 of our men met at the Indi-
ana Blood Center, East Branch, to participate in the sec-
ond annual Singing for Life project.  We sang nearly 
every song we knew (and a 
few we didnôt quite know, as 
it turned out), to entertain 

the donors for two hours.  It was primarily a VLQ per-
formance, with a couple of pick -up quartets filling in 
here and there.  Versatility was the name of the game, 
as we saw Steve Grimes assist the tenors and the 
basses on a few songs, and Jared Gollnitz  take the 
charge as our director and sometimes bass.  Many 
thanks to Jim Rosenau for organizing and promoting 
the event. 

On Monday, May 11, we resumed the recording of our 
CD project at rehearsal.  We laid down several tracks for 
a CD that we hope to release this fall.  To alleviate one 
of the technical issues, we found it necessary to sing in 
near darknessðthe overhead lights produced a hum 
which our AV crew, John McQuistion and Dave 
Bloomer , didnôt want on the finished product.  Ah, the 
things we do for technical excellence! 

The following Monday saw 
us back on the risers for 
more show rehearsal.  We 
did some intensive work on 
our ñViva Las Vegas!ò num-
ber, finding it much easier to 
understand where our 
backup parts fit, when we 
have an Elvis  to sing with.  
We polished some of our 
other songs as well, while 
the ladies of the chapter 
were having their own busi-

ness meeting and a baby shower for Garry and Ashley 
Texeira .  The chorus took a break to participate in the 
food and festivities, and then returned to the risers to 
entertain the ladies with our singing.  Thanks to Jane 
Patterson, Pam Troxel, Mary Lou Roembke and 
Becky Cline for organizing this special night. 

All in all, a very busy few weeks, yet very rewarding.  
On to the show! 

April and May Were Busy Months for CCS 
By Jerry Troxel, Chapter President and Editor of The Beat 

Singing for Life:  

Scott Wiederoder, Steve Grimes, 

John McQuistion, Steve Cline, 

Steve King, Bruce Bellen, Randy 

Freeman, Steve Massengill (with 

grandson Jacob), Jim Rosenau, 

Bill Chisler, Jared Gollnitz.  Not 

pictured:  Jerry Troxel 
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CCARDINALARDINAL   CCHORDHORD   CCOLLEGEOLLEGE  
July 10 - 12, 2009 
Indiana Wesleyan University 
Marion, Indiana  

 
A barbershop education event youôll never 
forget.  Instruction for choruses, quartets 

and individualsða mini-Harmony University.  
You wonôt want to miss it! 

HHARMONYARMONY   UUNIVERSITYNIVERSITY   
July 26 - August 2, 2009 
Missouri Western State Uni-
versity - St. Joseph, Missouri 

 
One of the most exciting 
weeks in barbershop.  Inspiring general ses-

sions.  Championship quartets. Dozens of 
interesting classes.  Lots of ice cream! 

The American Harmony movie will be shown at the Keystone Art 

Cinema, 8702 Keystone Crossing.  Showtimes are: 2:30, 5:00, 

7:15 and 9:30 each day, Friday, June 5 through Thursday, June 

11.   

Tickets are $9.50 ($6.50 seniors and matinees) and are available 

online at  www.landmarktheaters.com or at the box office.   

Make plans now to see this memorable movie, and bring a friend!  

Daniel Grant and Starla 
Wiedenkofer were married in 
Indianapolis on Saturday, May 9.  
Congratulations to the newly-
weds! 

 

Patrick McAlexander appeared in God-
spell, presented in four performances at St. 
Theodore Guerin High School, April 23 - May 
2.  He displayed some of his many talents in 
this production by singing, acting and play-
ing the recorder. 

Our esteemed director, Garry Texeira , has accumu-
lated yet another honor.  In a brief ceremony before the 

chorus on May 11, Garryôs membership 
in the A.O.O.B. was announced.  Yes, 
Garry is now officially a member of the 
Australasian Order of Old Bastards (and 
yes, thatôs a real organization).  This 
came out of a visit by Garry and Got-
cha! to Australia and New Zealand 
many months ago. Heôs neither Austral-
asian nor old, but itôs still a fitting tribute for this bad 
boy! 

Smilinô Through kicked off the Coca-Cola Summer Mu-
sic Series at the Edinburgh Outlet Mall on Saturday, May 
23.  This is the sixth time that they have performed at 
the mall as a strolling quartet. This time around, Steve 
Grimes  substituted for vacationing lead Dustin Hall . 

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS 

 

May Guests and 
New Members 

Chapter members brought us five guests in the month of May:  Joe Pappas (guest of 

Larry Klein ), Tom Walker (Scott Weideroder ), Tyler Baker (Dan Grant ), Ryan 

Rosenau (Jim Rosenau ), and Joe Martin (Andrew Myer ).  Also visiting with us 

were Chris Elmore, Steve McCullough and Harold Mathews .   

Dave Payne auditioned and has been approved by the board for dual membership 

with Circle City Sound and the Marion chapter. 


