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Calendar  
of Events 

 
International Convention 

Denver, Colorado 
July 1 - 8 

 
USS Indianapolis Convention 

Westin Hotel 
July 6 

 
Harmony Explosion 

Marion, Indiana 
July 11 -13 

 
Cardinal Chord College 

Marion, Indiana 
July 13 - 15 

 
Harmony University 
St. Joseph, Missouri 

July 29 - Aug 5 
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Circle City Sound’s mission is to perform with excellence in the barbershop style  
and encourage singing within the community, because we believe that singing enhances life. 

�  �  

For detailed information on all 
chapter performances 

(repertoire, uniform, meeting 
time and place, parking, etc.), 

check our weekly  
bulletin, 

� � �� � �� � 	 
 � �
 

 or go to: 
www.circlecitysound.org 

and visit the 
Members Only section 

The newsletter deadline for the 
August issue of The Beat is  

July 26. Send articles to:  
 

jtroxel@ameritech.net  
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Greater Indianapolis, Indiana, 
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“Thank you very much, oh, thank you very much, that's the funniest show 
the Indy chorus has ever done.  It isn't every year the people come to 
cheer,  I never thought the show would be so doggone fun.  And if I had a 
fortune I would pay you, to let you know just how I really feel, (I really feel), 
but since my fortune's with my ex, I'll simply have to say, thank you very, 
very, very, very, very much.”   

OK, I promise to stick to something I'm good at—uh, er, well, when I come 
up with something I'll let you all know.  Seriously, a lot of guys need to 
have their names permanently affixed to this show. What at one time was a 

show that many had grievous concerns about, turned out to be one that will 
certainly be remembered by all who participated. I know it exceeded my 
expectations, and I had many great comments from the audience.  

I want to thank all who were involved, and I hope not to omit anyone.  An-
drew Bannister did a wonderful layout of the flyer used for ticket applica-
tions.  George Houk did his usual good job with handling ticket distribu-
tion.  Scott Wiederoder was instrumental in promoting ticket sales,  Larry 
Anthony in getting the show listed in the “Let's Go” section of The Indian-
apolis Star, and, of course, Duane Henry in getting the program 
printed. John McQuistion manufactured the book for Dave Cornelius, who 
so brilliantly played the narrator.  Thanks to John and Dave Bloomer for 
their expert input into the audio setup at Warren.   
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  2007 ANNUAL SHOW CHAIRMAN  

I want to thank all who were involved, and I hope not 
to omit anyone... 
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Greater Indianapolis 
Chapter 2007 

 

President 
Jim Rosenau 

 

PR & Marketing VP 
Larry Anthony 

 

Chapter Development VP 
Steve Cline 

 

Music & Performance VP 
Duane Henry 

 

Program VP 
John McQuistion 

 

Secretary 
Tom Bradley 

 

Treasurer 
Jim Sauder 

 

Immediate Past President 
Jerry Troxel 

 

Board Members at Large 
David Bloomer 

Brad McAlexander 
Lucas Snyder 

 

Director 
Bryan Hughes 

 

Assistant Director 
Drew Stainbrook 

 
__________ 

 
Chapter meetings: 
 Mondays at 7:00 pm 

at Christ Lutheran Church 
345 N. Kitley Ave. 

 
Guests are always welcome. 

 

Board meetings: 
The third Wednesday of each 

month at 7:30 pm 
at the chapter president's home.  
All chapter members are encour-

aged to attend. 

As for the principal actors, what can I say?  Kurt will now be forever 
endeared as our lovely Maid Marion—goodbye “lion.” Larry Anthony, 
Don Brown, Kermit Swenson, and Larry Tolle all did terrific jobs in 
their roles.  And what to say about Randy Freeman?  He probably got the 
biggest laugh of all, as the “virile and manly” King Richard, and he and 
his significant other, Valerie Robinson, also deserve a huge thank you 
for all their work with costumes and props.   

Speaking of props,  Larry Entrekin and his wife Marge contributed their 
time and workshop to creating the scenery.  Another Larry, that being 
Dr. Klein, sacrificed his body over and over for the good of the 
show.  What a guy!  (I just realized that all the Larrys in our chorus 
played very important roles.)  Thanks to Bryan Hughes for keeping us 
focused on the musical part of the show—after all, we are a singing 
group—and to our “quartets in tights,” Smilin’ Through and The Edge.   

I also want to say to Larry Tolle, where did you come up with that plan 
for the afterglow?  You obviously spent countless hours on that produc-
tion, and it will certainly be one that will be remembered for a long, long 
time.  My thanks also to Dustin Hall, Steve Cline, Jim Sauder, John 
McQuistion and Dave Bloomer for taking care of the details of the after-
glow, and to Bryan and all the other “good sports” who played along and 
made it fun. 

Now for the really, really big thank you—that goes to Richard Treptow, 
who I'm sure had no idea this was going to be as involved and time con-
suming back in August, when this idea was first discussed.  You 
sweated, worried, labored and probably prayed this thing would fly and, 
boy, did it ever.  Great job, Trep; your name will be at the top of the list 
for “The Legend of Robin Hood—a Parody.” 



Page 3 June 2007 ���������

 

 

�
������
�����
����
�������



Page 4 June 2007 ���������

 

 

FROM THE EDITOR’S 
DESK 
 
“Let’s have one 
for the road... 
one for the 
trees... one for 
the bushes?!”  So 
go the lines in 
our now historic 
annual show.  This had to be one 
of the funniest productions I have 
ever been associated with.  There 
were lines that I heard tens of 
times during rehearsals that still 
cracked me up each time I heard 
them on stage.   

It was great fun to see this produc-
tion start from initial read-
throughs to blocking and working 
with props and costumes to the 
final production.  There were 
many pieces of this production in 
process at the same time (music, 
costumes, props, lines, light cues, 
curtain cues, choreography, etc.) 
that had their start many months 
before the actual show.  Each 
moved along at its own pace, often 
invisible to the chorus at large.  
Each person involved added his 
own unique contribution to the 
production.  

Then all these pieces, all the ad-
vance work came together mag-
nificently on stage for all to see.  
Congratulations to Robin Hood 
and all his merry CCS men!  

�
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I realized as I sat down to write this article that I have just about run out 
of ideas for articles about physics and music.  I’m finding that each 
month I have to do a little more research to prepare.  Therefore, I think 
this will be my last article in this series.  For my final topic, I’d like to 
discuss what is perhaps the basis of everything I have discussed so far:  
the voice itself. 

 

Our voice originates at the vocal folds, which are located near the top of 
the trachea, behind the Adam’s apple.  The vocal folds (sometimes called 
vocal cords) are rubbery membranes that open and close very quickly as 
air passes between them, producing sound.  It is the same sort of effect 
as the way brass players’ lips vibrate as they play their instruments.  To 
change pitch, we adjust the tension in our muscles controlling the vocal 
folds.  This is just like how a note produced by plucking a stretched rub-
ber band is dependent on how tightly it is stretched.  These muscles have 
great versatility, which gives us our vocal range. 

The rest of our vocal mechanism shapes the sound into recognizable syl-
lables and words as the vibrating air passes through.  Our mouth and 
throat can be roughly compared to an organ pipe.  The vibration is pro-
duced at the bottom end, and the top end is open.  In this type of instru-
ment, the resonant frequencies can be calculated by f = (n × v) / (4 × L), 
where n is any odd number, v is the speed of sound, and L is the length 
of the tube.  Using an approximate distance from the vocal folds to the 
lips of 6½ inches, we find that the resonant frequencies of our vocal 
mechanisms are around 500 Hz, 1500 Hz, 2500 Hz, and so on. 

To put this in more understandable terms, 500 Hz is about a B above the 
top staff in our music, which is extremely high even for the tenors.  Now, 
our voice box (the space right behind our Adam’s apple) is moveable, so 
the tube length can change slightly.  However, it is not nearly flexible 
enough to cover all frequencies!  This means that the vast majority of the 
time we are not singing at the resonant frequency of our vocal mecha-
nism. 

Remember from part II (March issue) that when we sing, we produce not 
only a single frequency, but many harmonics which are integer multiples 
of the fundamental frequency.  While we may not be able to hit the reso-
nant frequency directly, some of the harmonics may be close to the reso-
nant frequencies and therefore increase in volume, affecting our tone or 
timbre. 

���������
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   BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE �

Our mouth and throat can roughly be  
compared to an organ pipe...  
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I’m not sure which hat I should put on (so 
to speak) this month.  Perhaps a dunce 
cap would be appropriate for not having 
faith in Terry and Trep’s vision for the 
annual show.  I could no doubt share that 
honor with several of our members.  By 
now everyone knows what a huge success 
it was, and those, like me, had to eat their 
thoughts and words.  Congratulations, 
guys.  I’m glad you stuck with it! 

I’ll now put on my show program producer hat.  I thought the program itself turned out very well.  We always 
get a number of compliments on how well it looks.  However, from an advertising point of view we were down 
30% in the number of paid advertisements which translated to a 17% reduction in revenue.  That 17% number 
would have been a whole lot larger had it not been for Terry Silke’s ability to acquire Westminster Village North 
as our corporate sponsor.  Please note that two guys sold 62% if this year’s ads. 

Looking back over the past ten years that I have produced the show program, our best year was 2003.  This year 
was 35% below 2003.  Not good.  I know we can do much, much better.  So, how can we do better next year?  It 
has been said before and most likely will be said again, it’s simply a matter of asking. 

And now for the Music VP hat.  We obviously have not rolled out any new songs (other than those for the an-
nual show) in quite some time.  A few months ago, I asked for recommendations and did receive several good 
suggestions.  A list of approximately 80 songs was sent to the music team with instructions to select approxi-
mately 20 songs that could be considered for contest and performance.  Once the results are back, we will nar-
row the list down to determine how many should be introduced.  I don’t know about you, but I’m looking for-
ward to some new songs for the chorus.  
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    VP PERFORMANCE & MUSIC 

Congratulations, guys.  I’m glad you 
stuck with it! 
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 by Dede Nibler, Sweet Adelines International Music Staff 
 

Each member must have a personal commitment to vocal improvement and a positive attitude toward the 
chorus/quartet for musical gains to be made. Your chorus deserves your very best efforts. What will make 
you the very best member? Commitment, positive participation and the desire to improve. Consider the fol-
lowing: 
 

Do you know your voice? Its strengths and weaknesses? Do you have a personal plan for vocal im-
provement? (To know your voice is to love it):  
�  Sing something everyday. Rehearse chorus music several times each week using current chorus tapes 

(learning tapes are not necessarily the current interp). 
�  Sing tension free with as much accuracy as possible. Observe good singers and their habits and try to 

emulate them. 
�  Find vocalizers that will help improve vocal problems. Ask for assistance in this area. 
�  Check posture and breathing frequently. Also check your tongue position (down), jaw position (relaxed), 

soft palate (pre yawn position). 
�  Find chorus members who like to sing tags or chorus songs and join in the fun. 
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Dave Fouts began singing with Circle City Sound last 
summer as part of our competition chorus.  Many 
knew that he came to us from the Terre Haute Chapter, 
but few if any knew that Indy was Dave’s sixth chorus 
stop since performing in a barbershop quartet in high 
school in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Although he visited the 
Southern Gateway Chorus during that time, Dave did-
n’t join the Society until he found the Lafayette Chap-
ter while attending Purdue University. 

After earning his degree in Engi-
neering at Purdue, Dave held sev-
eral positions in various locales, 
including Research and Develop-
ment project engineer posts for 
General Foods and Hershey’s 
Chocolate.  Dave considers him-
self semi-retired, as he works for 

Affordable Trees, where he “keeps the trees alive, so 
they can sell ‘em.” 

When Dave isn’t “watering the trees” or singing, he is 
working on a Master’s degree at IUPUI in Informatics.  
This is a relatively new field that combines computer 
software and biosciences to study how people use 
computers today, such as via voice-activated devices, 

and develops tools for human interaction with them.  
Informatics projects world-wide include development 
of robots and androids that can perform many com-
mon human activities.  Findings from Informatics are 
already being used to develop improved graphics for 
movies and electronic games. 

Dave’s involvement in Barbershop did take a 15-year 
break while his children were growing up and when 
the closest chapter to his home was over an hour away.  
This didn’t keep him from singing and performing, 
however.  While living and working in Robinson, Ill., 
he got involved in the community theater and per-
formed in several shows, including Man of La Man-
cha, Music Man, and Jesus Christ Superstar. 

Dave also enjoys gardening and hiking, although he 
says it’s been hard to find time for a good hike lately.  
He also enjoys visiting wineries. 

So far Dave’s barbershop highlight was seeing his sig-
nificant other, Debi Miller, win the Harmony, Inc. in-
ternational quartet championship in 2003 as the bass 
of Hot Topic from Terre Haute. 

It would seem that we now have among us a resident 
expert in three fields, so if your tree won’t grow well, 
or your homemade chocolate bar crumbles in your 
hands, or your android won’t follow your verbal in-
structions, give Dave a call.  And while you’re with 
him, sing a tag! 
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by Brad McAlexander 
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    7/2 Jim Landers 

    7/3 Lew Gillespie 

    7/3 Phil Miller 

    7/5 Kevin Curry 

    7/7 John Krueger 

    7/8 Binx Walker 

    7/9 Gene Newton 

    7/14 Scott Wiederoder 

    7/22 Morrie Turner 

    7/26 Walt Salmon 

TOPIC OF THE MONTH  
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“What was my greatest experience during the three times I went to Har-
mony College?  Well, one of the times I took the choral direction course.  I 
don’t remember the instructor, but he had us go into the swimming pool 
and direct underwater, to get the feel of how important it is to have the 
resistance in our arms during the beat of the music.  That was a very 
memorable experience.”  —Tom Frank 

NEXT MONTH’S TOPIC: 
 

My most memorable International Convention ... 
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The Greater Indianapolis Chapter Board 
Meeting Summary 

June 2007 
 

The Greater Indianapolis Chapter Board of Directors met on Wednesday June 20, 2007 in regular session.  Eight 
of the eleven Board Members were present.  The meeting was held at the home of President Jim Rosenau.  The 
following is a brief summary of the business transacted at that meeting. 

Secretary  The minutes of the May 23rd meeting 
were accepted as written. 

Treasurer  It was noted that the Chapter’s check-
ing account contained a balance of $29,003.08 at 
the end of May.  The Balance Sheet and the Profit 
& Loss Year-to-Date Comparison for May, 2007 
were received by the Board. 

Membership  No report. 

Music and Performance  Section Leaders are now in place (Howard Foster – tenor, Steve Grimes – lead, Larry 
Anthony – bass and Terry Silke – bari).  An orderly process for updating the repertoire is under way.  It began 
with a request for recommendations from the membership and is now in the process of soliciting input from the 
Chapter leadership.  A plan for the Fall Contest is being developed. 

Program  No report.  There was discussion of the desirability of publishing a weekly rehearsal schedule in the 
Sound Bytes. 

PR and Marketing  No Report. 

Standing Committees  Annual Show Chairman Terry Silke reiterated that the show worked very well despite 
earlier concerns.  He recommended that both the date and the venue for the next show should be carefully re-
viewed to reduce cost and improve attendance.  Duane Henry reported that ad revenues have steadily decreased 
over the last three years and that just two members were responsible for 62% of sales.  A recommendation by 
Jerry Troxel that we alternate between theme and variety type shows was very well received by the Board. 

Old Business  The Board agreed that it is altogether proper that $100 per month be provided to the Christ Lu-
theran Church for the use of its facilities.  This is to include its prior use last summer. 

New Business  None. 

Good of the Order  The Barbershopper of the Month for May was selected.  
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  CHAPTER SECRETARY 
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Jerry E. Troxel, Editor 
129 Yorkshire Blvd. 

Indianapolis, IN  46229 
 

jtroxel@ameritech.net 
317 891-1634 

�  �  

Looking for 
some unique 
ideas for your 
next party or  
Afterglow? 

 

See this man—Larry Tolle, the 
brains behind the most recent 
CCS Afterglow.  If you missed 
this one, you really missed some-
thing, and the pictures don’t even 
come close to telling the whole 
story!  You had to be there! 

More pictures of our Robin Hood 
show and the“King Richard’s Ban-
quet” Afterglow inside this issue.   

All photos by Morrie Turner  
and Pam Troxel. 


