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Heõs Baaack! 
Thatôs right, your chapter president from 2004 
and 2005 has once again taken up his gavel and 
returned to the helm of this great organization. 
As I read through Lew Gillespieôs article (page 
3) about my comments the first time around, I 
find myself reluctant to make any grandiose 
claims as to what we will accomplish in the year 
ahead.  However, I am not hesitant to comment 
on what we can do, if we all work together.  

More Shows  

If you look at the statistics reported in my article on 
page 2, you will see that there many areas to be proud 
of and some areas that can use improvement. The num-
ber of shows, both paid and free, needs to increase in 
2009.  We actually had three additional shows during 
the year that we had initially planned as chorus perform-
ances, but took off the books, due to lack of availability 
of chorus members. A couple of those shows were han-
dled by quartets instead, and one was cancelled alto-
gether. 

We need to get out into the public more, to get our cho-
rus name, our faces, and our musical product on display 
in every corner of the Indy metro area.  In order to do 
that, we will need every member to use their own net-
work of friends, acquaintances and business associates 
to get us in the door.  

More Active Members  

Weôve got a great core sound which is getting better 
each week, thanks to Garry Texeiraôs direction and 
expertise, and the coaching we are receiving.  But we 
could use more men on the risers on a consistent basis, 
and this thing will start to build and take on great mo-
mentum within our community.  I would like to see a 
mix of brand new members, plus a reactivation of some 
of our currently inactive members, plus the return of 

some of our prior members. By my count, we added ten 
new members to our ranks last year, which is (to quote 
Larry Anthony ) fantastic! Letôs see if we can add even 
more in 2009. 

More Challenging Music  

2008 was a challenging year for all of us, because our 
repertoire needed a major overhaul.  Many of the songs 
we were singing had been in our repertoire for more 
than five years.  It was an especially challenging year 
for the basses, as the 60ôs music we took on turned 
them into a rhythm section, rather than having words to 
sing.  We will be introducing challenging music of a dif-
ferent sort during 2009, songs that encourage each of 
us to grow, and provide the needed variety and sparkle 
for our shows.  How rapidly we are able to proceed 
along that path is up to each one of us.  

More Quartetting  

One of the best ways to improve a chorusôs sound is to 
get as many guys on the risers as possible involved in 
quartetting in some way.  This could be something as 
simple as tag singing before and after rehearsal, or par-
ticipating in a Singing Valentines quartet.  It could also 
result in the formation of a chapter quartet to sing on 
our shows.  Platoon and Brigade provide other opportu-
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Chapter Officers 2009  
 

President  
Jerry Troxel 

 

VP Chapter Development  
Steve Cline 

 

VP Music & Performance  
Duane Henry 

 

VP PR & Marketing  
Randy Freeman 

 

Secretary  
Tom Bradley 

 

Treasurer  
Jim Sauder 

 

Board Members at Large  
Jeff Boyd 

David Fouts 
Brad McAlexander 

 

Immediate Past President  
Jim Rosenau 

 

Director  
Garry Texeira  Secure the future of barbershop harmony through 

your generous gifts to the Founderõs Club, Presidentõs 

Council, Ambassadors of Song, and Tribute Gifts.   
www.harmonyfoundation.org 

Membership  

# members at end of year:  87  
# active members at end of year 
(approx.): 49  
# members with perfect atten-
dance:  5 
# new members: 10  

Performances  

# ticketed shows: 3  (Annual 
show matinee/evening, Christmas 
show) 

# paid shows:  2  (Tell City Ses-
quicentennial, Feast of Lanterns) 

# free shows:  5 (Artsgarden, 
American Village, Westminster, 
Forest Creek, Village Oaks) 

# contests:  1 (Cardinal District 
fall convention) 

Repertoire  

# songs added to regular reper-
toire:  9 
# songs added to holiday reper-
toire:  4 

 

Special Events  

# chapter guest nights/open 
houses:  3 

# all -day training events:  2  
(Chuck Greene workshop, chorus 
retreat)  

# chapter social events:  5  
(BOTY banquet, annual show 
afterglow, friends/family contest 
sendoff, contest hospitality room, 
Christmas party) 

# other special events: 2 
(Singing for Life, Platoon) 

Quartetting  

# active quartets with CCS chap-
ter members:  7   
# chapter members in active 
quartets:  18  
 
Singing Valentines  

# Singing Valentines quartets 
deployed: 7 
# chapter members in Singing 
Valentines quartets:  31  
# Singing Valentines delivered:  
127  

2008 by the Numbers 
by Jerry Troxel 

nities for quartetters.  The point is, any time a guy can gain experience in 
holding his own part in a quartet, it strengthens him as a leader, not a 
leaner, within his own section in the chorus.   And besides, once you over-
come your fear of it, itôs fun! 

More Involvement in Leadership  

I will close this monthôs article with a plea for each of you to step up and 
become a part of the leadership of this chapter.  The ten board members 
plus the director of this chapter have a tremendous burden in the leadership 
of your chapter.  Thanks for all you do to help us, and thanks for all the new 
things you will do for the good of the chapter in 2009!  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Calendar  

of Events  
 

CCS Board Retreat  
Steve Clineôs house 
Saturday, January 3 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm  

 
Rehearsals Resume &  

Singing Valentines Kickoff  
Monday, January 5 

 
Cardinal District  
COTS Training  

Holiday Inn, Columbus, IN 
Saturday, January 10 

 

BOTY Banquet and  
Installation of Officers  

German/American Klub 
Friday, January 23 

6:00 pm 
 

Singing Valentines  
February 13 and 14 

 

Cardinal District Spring 
Convention and Contests  

March 27-29 
 

Singing for Life!  
May 2009 

 

CCS Annual Show  
Saturday, June 13 

2:30 pm and 7:30 pm  
 

For detailed information on all 
chapter performances check 

our weekly bulletin,  

SOUND  BYTES  
 or go to:  

www.circlecitysound.org  
and visit the 

Members Only section 

The newsletter deadline for the 
February issue of The Beat  is 
January 22. Send articles to:  

jtroxel@ameritech.net  

A Stroll Down Memory Lane 
by Lew Gillespie, editor of Inside the Pride , 1991 -1995  

Five Years Ago  

New chapter president Jerry 
Troxel stated in his presidential 
article that New Yearôs is a time for 
both looking backward and looking 
forward.  For that very reason, the 
month of January is named after 
the Roman god Janus, who is de-
picted with two faces, so that he 
could look forward to the new year, 
and backward to the old year, at 
the same time. 

ñIf we stop and look at where we 
are now,ò Troxel stated, ñwe will 
see that we are a successful chap-
ter, growing in membership, in-
creasing in member participation, 
and growing in our drive to be the 
best.  We are respected and looked 
up to as leaders in our District.  
Several of our members have re-
ceived International exposure for 
themselves and our chapter as they 
have been featured in the Harmon-
izer in the past few months.ò 

In the final paragraph of his article, 
president Troxel emphasized that 
his two major concerns for the 
chapter were:  shows and finances.  
Over the past year, the chapter did 
fewer shows and that brought in 
less revenue.  The results of this 
entire situation are that the chapter 
coffers are less than full. 

Bob Kallstrand, Music and Per-
formance Vice President, an-
nounced three new songs that the 
chapter will be singing this year:  
ñSentimental Gentleman,ò ñIt Had 
To be You,ò and ñWhen You Wish 
Upon a Star.ò  (material taken from 
The Beat, Vol. 35, Issue 1, R. 
Duane Henry , editor).  

Ten Years Ago  

Phil Miller , 46- 
year member of 
the Greater Indi-
anapolis Chapter, 
was named the 
BOTY at the an-
nual banquet on 
January 23, 
1999.  Phil be-
gan his barbershop career singing 
with the Broad Ripple Chapter.  He 
served as Chapter President in 
1958 and was named the Cardinal 
District BOTY in 1963.  He directed 
the Bloomington Tonecutters  
and also served as the Greater In-
dianapolis Chapter as its Historian.  
Phil has been a member of numer-
ous quartets, and when he was the 
baritone of Two Generations, this 
quartet gave more than 400 ap-
pearances over a 14-year period. 

Terry Silke , Membership and 
Chapter Development Vice Presi-
dent, announced that every Mon-
day night should be guest night.  
He urged chapter members to bring 
in potential members anytime and 
get guest books in their hands.  
Every month, V.P. Silke will give 
chapter members ideas to promote 
barbershop singing to potential 
members.  His idea for January, 
1999, was to wear your barbershop 
pin upside down, so people would 
recognize this placement of the pin.  
One could then promote the hobby 
of barbershop singing.  (material 
stolen from Inside The Pride, Vol. 
30, Issue 1, Brad McAlexander , 
editor).  

Lew Gillespie 

Chapter Historian 

The CCS Board meets the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
at Jerry Troxelôs home at 129 Yorkshire Blvd E, Cumberland.   All board 
meetings are open, and all chapter members are encouraged to attend. 
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Free Barbershop Arrangements  

The Society has released 64 arrangements from the 
Heritage of Harmony Songbook, a great collection of 
Public Domain music compiled and arranged by the 
Society in the late 1980s. These songs are available 
for free download for all members of the Barbershop 
Harmony Society.  Enjoy classics like ñBeautiful 
Dreamer,ò ñAlexanderôs Ragtime Band,ò ñMoonlight 
Bayò and many more.  Go to the ñGet Music>Free 
Downloadsò section of the Society website. 

New Youth Membership Plan  

Effective January 1, 2009, per the Society Board of 
Directors, there is a new YOUTH MEMBERSHIP PLAN.  
The plan is this: there is no longer a student classifica-
tion from this point forward. We have a new Youth1 
category that includes all men 25 years of age and 
younger. Highlights of the plan include:  

Join the Society for $10.00, period.  Each subsequent 
year renewal remains at ½ regular member dues, until 
the year that he reaches age 26.   

There is no longer a ñstudentò classification. All regular 
members over 25 years of age pay full membership 
dues, and all senior members still pay half-price dues.  

November 2008 editions  

  

Photos by:  Miller Photography, MJ Carroll Photography, Morrie Turner, Kelly Hall, Marty Frank, Pam Troxel, Scott Hutchison, and Jim Rosenau.  

2008: A Look Back 


