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Bill Chisler is 2008 Barbershopper of the Year 
Our 2008 Barbershopper of the Year, Bill Chisler , has 
been an active barbershopper for more than 20 years. 
Over his barbershop career, he has been a member of 
two different chapters, and has sung two different voice 
parts (but not at the same time ï heôs not THAT 
talented!).  He has helped us host two International 
conventions, and has sung in all our annual shows and 
district contests since joining our chapter.  But letôs take 
a step back, and start at the beginningé 

Bill was born in Indianapolis, and grew up on Indyôs 
north side, the eldest of three siblings.  His first job was 
as a newspaper delivery boy.  He distinguished himself 
in that arena by getting an award for no customer 
complaints.  A cheerful  ñno complaintsò attitude of 
service pervades the life of our BOTY and is typical of 
his contribution to our chapter, his fellow members and 
our community, to this day.  

Broad Ripple was Billôs hangout during his teenage 
years, graduating from Broad Ripple High School, then 
on to IUPUI and Purdue.  He graduated from Purdue in 
1978 with a bachelorôs degree in Construction 
Technology.  If you know Bill at all, you know that one 
of his most prized possessions is his Purdue class ring.  
He is a Boilermaker through and through, and he 
faithfully returns to the West Lafayette campus every 
year for the PMO Christmas program. 

After graduation from Purdue, our BOTYôs new job took 
him to Connersville, Indiana.  It was while in 
Connersville that he met his future wife, Lorraine .  A 
lady that Bill worked with played the matchmaker and 
got him to visit her church, where she knew the couple 
would then meet.  The rest, as they say, is history.  A 
long-term romance was begun, culminating in their 
marriage six years later.  Bill and Lorraine moved into 
their current home in Indianapolis in September 1988, 
the day after their daughter Laura  was born. 

Billôs hobbies outside 
of barbershopping 
i n c l u d e  c o i n 
collecting, stamp 
c o l l e c t i n g  a n d 
genealogy.  He also 
sings in his churchôs 
choir and plays in 
their handbell choir. 
Bike riding is another 
love of our BOTY, 
going back to his 
childhood days, and 
continuing to the 
present time. (It is 
interesting to note 
that his first traffic ticket was not in his car, but on his 
bicycle, as he ran a stoplight one day on North Meridian 
Street.)  At age 16, he participated in the March of 
Dimes Ride, a race that turned into a race between 
brothers.  Bill came in second in that race, and his 
younger brother Steve  was the winner. In recent years, 
the Indy Nite Ride has become one of Billôs favorites, 
having ridden in it for the past six years.  

Our BOTYôs entry into barbershop started when job 
changes took him from Connersville back to Lafayette.  
In 1985, he saw a piece in the Lafayette newspaper 
advertising a ñMenôs Chorus.ò  That chorus turned out to 
be the Tippecanotes .  He took no time in joining their 
chapter, and they put him in the baritone section. He 
soon realized that he was saner than THAT, and 
promptly switched to the bass section, where he has 
been ever since.  While a member of the Lafayette 
chapter, Bill served as their bulletin editor.  Job changes 
forced a move to Indianapolis, and he commuted to 
Lafayette chapter meetings for awhile, later transferring 
to the Greater Indianapolis Chapter.   Their loss was 
definitely our gain.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Chapter Officers 2009  
 

President  
Jerry Troxel 

 

VP Chapter Development  
Steve Cline 

 

VP Music & Performance  
Duane Henry 

 

VP PR & Marketing  
Randy Freeman 

 

Secretary  
Tom Bradley 

 

Treasurer  
Jim Sauder 

 

Board Members at Large  
Jeff Boyd 

David Fouts 
Brad McAlexander 

 

Immediate Past President  
Jim Rosenau 

 

Director  
Garry Texeira 

Service must be our BOTYôs middle name; maybe itôs the Eagle Scout in him.  
He served as our Music Librarian for many years, and has always been the 
first to volunteer for anything the chapter needs.  He worked late nights as 
our bulletin/score sheet delivery person for the Indy -hosted 1997 and 2006 
International conventions, and loved it.  He is a perennial volunteer for 
Valentine Central, the riser crew and anywhere else he is needed.  Active 
with the Youth in Harmony chorus within our city, Bill has provided them 
support on a weekly basis for the past three years.  He has been the 
primary pitch-giver for our chorus for over ten years, and has a perfect 
attendance record with our chapter that spans more than 15 years.  As if 
that werenôt enough, he serves as the point person for our post-rehearsal 
social time at Applebeeôs, and he provided weekly transportation to 
rehearsal for fellow member Jim Landers for many years, until Jimôs recent 
move to Greenwood. 

It is little wonder then, that our honoree was nominated to receive this 
yearôs award.  Congratulations to  

The 2008 Greater Indianapolis Chapter 
Barbershopper of the Year 

Mr. William Chisler  

ðarticle by Jerry Troxel,  
adapted from "The Sound Corner" in The BEAT, June 2003, by Bob Boehmer 

ðphoto by Scott Hutchison 
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1971  GENE NEWCOMBE 

1972  DON HARBIN 

1973  DON LAUGHLIN 

1974  DON BONG 

1975  TOM GENUNG 

1976  BOB WEISS 

1977  WALT GRIFFITH 

1978  RALPH KATZENBERGER 

1979  CHUCK McKINSEY 

1980  GARY BECHTEL 

1981  DICK NYIKOS 

1982  HUCK SINCLAIR 

1983  CLAY SHERMAN 

1984  ANDY WALBRING 

1985  HARRY ROEMBKE 

1986  VIRGIL CRADY 

1987  BEN McVEY 

1988  GEORGE HOUK 

1989  LYNN MARTIN 
 

 

1990  MAX GREEN 

1991  BUTCH KENNEDY 

1992  HOWARD FOSTER 

1993  STEVE CLINE 

1994  DAVID HINER 

1995  REX PARKER 

1996  JIM PATTERSON 

1997  BRAD McALEXANDER 

1998  PHIL MILLER 

1999  VIC KENDALL 

2000  DUANE HENRY 

2001  BOB BOEHMER 

2002  JIM SULLIVAN 

2003  LARRY ANTHONY 

2004  TERRY SILKE 

2005  JERRY TROXEL 

2006  JOHN McQUISTION  

2007  JIM SAUDER 

2008  BILL CHISLER 

Greater Indianapolis Chapter  
Barbershoppers of the Year  
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Calendar  

of Events  
 

Singing Valentines  

February 13 and 14 
 

CCS Guest Night  
Christ Lutheran Church 
Monday, February 23 

 

Cardinal District Spring 
Convention and Contests  

Columbus, Indiana 
March 27-29 

 

Visit to the  
Bloomington Chapter  

Tuesday, April 28 

 
Singing for Life!  

May 2009 
 

ArtsGarden Performance  
Circle Centre Mall 

Saturday, May 2, 2:30 pm 
 

CCS Annual Show  
Warren Performing Arts Center 

Saturday, June 13 
2:30 pm and 7:30 pm  

 
Barbershop Harmony Society 

International Convention  
Anaheim, California 

June 28ðJuly 5 
 

For detailed information on all 
chapter performances check 

our weekly bulletin,  

SOUND  BYTES  
 or go to:  

www.circlecitysound.org  
and visit the 

Members Only section 

The newsletter deadline for the 
March issue of The Beat  is 

February 26. Send articles to:  

jtroxel@ameritech.net  

A Stroll Down Memory Lane 
by Lew Gillespie, editor of Inside the Pride , 1991 -1995  

Five Years Ago  

John McQuistion , quar-
tet activities chairman, 
discussed his goals for 
2004 in the monthly bul-
letin.  Johnôs first goal 
was to establish more 
quartets in the chapter, 
since numerous statistics 
show that the more quar-
tets a chapter contains, the better 
the chorus will perform.  John 
stated, ñIt takes four guys to make 
up a quartet, and sometimes it is 
difficult to find all four parts.ò  

At the end of the rehearsal, men 
who want to sing in a quartet 
should gather around the pole cat 
stations and sing one or two songs 
with someone new before they-
leave.  Other duties McQuistion was 
responsible for were:  (1) point of 
communication between chapter 
quartets and the music team;  (2) 
distribute show leads to quartets as 
they come in, and (3) the arrange-
ment of quartet performances for 
the chapter meetings. 

Dustin Hall, membership VP, 
mentioned several of his goals in 
the February 2004 newsletter.  Hall 
shared that, ñIôm still getting my 
feet wet, but Iôm sure Iôll be up to 
my ears in no time.  One thing Iôve 
come to understand already is that 
membership for OUR chapter rests 
in OUR hands.ò  Every member in 
the chapter is responsible for bring-
ing in new members.  Hall formed a 
membership committee to meet 
before practice the first Monday of 
each month to help the chapter 
grow.  (Material taken from The 
Beat, Vol. 35, Issue 2, February 
2004, Duane Henry, editor).  

Ten Years Ago  

Four At A Time , com-
posed of Bob Boehmer , 
baritone, Vic Kendall, 
tenor, Steve Cline, lead, 
and Jim Patterson, bass, 
competed in the Senior 
Quartet Contest at the 
1999 Mid-Winter Conven-
tion in Biloxi, Mississippi.  

The quartet sang 15th in the lineup 
of 25 quartets, and improved their 
total point score by 74 points over 
their fall score.  Quartet member 
Boehmer concluded, ñItôs hard to 
predict what the barbershop gods 
have in store for us.  We will have 
this memory of our six minutes on 
an international stage, to remem-
ber the rest of our lives.ò 

The website for the Indy chapter 
went into service ten years ago.  
Items on the website included a 
chorus calendar, a leadership whoôs 
who, and chorus rehearsal and 
chapter quartet information.  

The Singing Valentine program for 
1999 was the fifth such venture 
and very successful.  Duane 
Henry  chaired the event while 
Dave Francoeur  secured a busi-
ness office for the chapter Com-
mand Central and Budd Glass-
berg  set up and administered a 
computer program that provided 
information for every possible 
need.   Fifteen quartet combina-
tions with 40 participating members 
delivered Singing Valentines for 
approximately 208 appointments. 
(articles taken from Inside The 
Pride, Vol. 30, Issue 2, February 
1999, Brad McAlexander, editor).  

Lew Gillespie 

Chapter Historian 

 

Don't forget to bring your tape recorder to each rehearsal! 
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BOTY Banquet & 

Chapter Recognition Event 
January 23, 2009 

 

Photography by Scott Hutchison,  

except where otherwise noted. 

Bill Chisler and Tom Bradley 

Gary Bechtel, Gene Newcombe,  
Dave Bloomer, Steve Cline 

Jim Sauder and Bill Chisler 

-photo by Jerry Troxel 

"Let's sing something!" 

Jim Landers, Ben Geesa, Bill Chisler 

Bill, with daughter Laura, wife Lorraine, mother Jeannette 


