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Circle City Soundôs mission is to perform with excellence in the barbershop style  
and encourage singing within the community, because singing enhances life.  
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What a Busy Time for CCS! 
by Jerry Troxel, Chapter President and Editor of The Beat  

photos by Bob Whitacre  

Do you remember the days when we went months 

without a show or a singout?  Oh yes, that was only a 

few months ago.  Well, the past few weeks have been 

quite a whirlwind of activity tor the members of Circle 

City Sound. It all started with Indiana Harmony Brigade 

weekend, November 13-15.  Although not an official CCS 

activity, IHB has grown in participation by 

CCS members, with 35 Indy chapter members 

participating in the weekend-long event held 

at the Clarion Hotel on the westside and at 

the Crispus Attucks Medical Magnet School 

auditorium.  CCS members Duane Henry 

and Terry Silke headed up the very 

successful seventh annual event. 

Next up was our performance on the 

Seymour chapter show in Brownstown, 

Indiana, on Saturday, November 21. Indy 

chapter quartet Smilinô Through was the 

featured quartet on the show, and the  Indy 

chorus performed our show package in the second act.  

Our district champion quartet, Anthem , was also 

featured in our set.  The show was very well received, 

and we all had a blast singing at the afterglow.  

On Sunday, November 29, under the leadership of 

director Garry Texeira and show chairman Dave 

Fouts, we put on our second annual ñCircle City Sounds 

of the Seasonò show.  Due to phenomenal 

support by our members in promoting the 

show and selling tickets and some decent 

exposure in the local media, we were able to 

perform to a near -capacity crowd.  We 

introduced two new songs this year.  The first 

was ñThe Christmas Song (Chestnuts 

Roastingé),ò featuring Garry Texeira as 

soloist. Our second addition was a powerful 

rendition of ñO Holy Night,ò with soloist 

Lauren Millspaugh  accompanied by the 

chorus and harpist Jill Pitz .  Chapter 

quartets Timeless , Smilinô Through and 

Anthem  all did a superb job and debuted 

some new arrangements for our audience, including 

(Continued on page 4) 

ñThe Grinchò 
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Chapter Leadership 2009  
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Jerry Troxel 
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Steve Cline 
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Duane Henry 
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David Fouts 
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Jim Rosenau 

 

Director  
Garry Texeira 

 

Assistant Director  
Andrew Myer 

Craft Corner  

The Secret to Creating Expanded Sound 
by Tom Raburn, Big D Bulletin, September 1998 

Question:  When does 2 + 2 = 5? Answer: When barbershop harmony is 

sung correctly, creating harmonic overtones and ñexpanded sound.ò  

 

One of the most important factors in the achievement of choral blend and 

expanded sound is unity of vowel sounds. Vowels are what we sing and 

sustain, separated by consonants to make words. When we match vowel 

sounds, we create like harmonics and the sound expands in intensity 

through reinforcement. In singing, vowels are created through the natural 

resonance of the human vocal tract. The tongue, lips and jaw are used to 

fashion the resonators into their vowel shapes. Some basic rules to follow 

when forming vowel sounds are:  

1. When producing all vowel sounds, the tip of the tongue should be 

placed gently on the lower gum ridge, with the tip barely touching 

the base of the lower teeth. This helps keep the throat open so the 

vocal chords can vibrate naturally through the resonators (mouth, 

throat, and sinus cavities).  

2. The jaw should be allowed to relax naturally with a swinging down 

and back motion. 

3. The lips should leave the teeth uncovered.  

4. Although the mouth must be open wide, it is not how wide it is open 

but the shape that is most important.  

Every vowel can be sung with one of three mouth shapes: round (example: 

ñohò), square (example: ñihò as in sit) and oblong (example: ñahò as in pop). 

Refinements to form each specific vowel sound are made by the degree to 

which the tongue is arched in the mouth, and the degree to which the jaw is 

dropped. For instance, both the ñohò sound and the ñooò (as in moon) sound 

are made with the round mouth shape, but the ñohò sound is made with the 

mouth as open as possible while the ñooò sound is made with the smallest, 

most rounded shape.  

As we sing the songs in our repertoire, keep in mind the basic mechanics of 

producing vowel sounds and think about the target vowel sound for each 

word in the song. Properly matched vowels can enable even a small chorus 

to ñfill the hallò and create the expanded sound that makes barbershop 

harmony so much fun to sing and hear.  

Greater Indianapolis Chapter  

Membership Statistics  
 

Chapter members as of November 1, 2009:  100 

Average member age:  56.5 

Average years of service: 18.3 

Number of active members:  65 (65%)  
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Calendar  

of Events  
 

Chapter Christmas Party  
Village Farms Clubhouse 

Westfield, Indiana 
December 14, 6:30 p.m. 

 

No Rehearsals  
December 14, 21 and 28 

 

Rehearsals Resume  
January 4, 7:00 p.m.  

 

2010 Leadership Academy  

(COTS)  
Holiday Inn 

Columbus, Indiana 
January 9, 8:30 a.m. ï 7:00 p.m.  

 

Singing Valentines Kickoff  
January 11 (at rehearsal) 

 

CCS Leadership Retreat  
January 30 

 

Singing Valentines  
February 12, 13 and 14 

 

Cardinal District Spring 

Convention and Contests  
Fort Wayne, Indiana 

April 9-11 
 

Chorus Retreat and 
Coaching Sessions  

May 21-22 
 

For detailed information on all 
chapter performances check 

our weekly bulletin,  

SOUND  BYTES  
 or go to:  

www.circlecitysound.org  
and visit the 

Members Only section 

The deadline for the January 
issue of The Beat  is  

December 19. Send articles to: 

jtroxel@ameritech.net  

Strolling Down Memory Lane  
 A monthly look back at our chapterôs history 

by Lew Gillespie, Chapter Historian  

Five Years Ago  

Chapter baritones Duane 

Henry and Terry Silke  

were presented awards at 

the 2004 Indiana Harmony 

Brigade (IHB) by North 

Carolina Harmony Brigade 

president and founder, 

Charlie Rose , along with 

Jon Vickers , for advanc-

ing harmony as co-

founders of the Indiana Harmony 

Brigade.  The IHB was founded in 

2003 and modeled after the very 

successful North Carolina Harmony 

Brigade which was in its 14th year.  

Ninety-three participants from Indi-

ana, Michigan, New Jersey, New 

York, North Carolina, and Ohio at-

tended the 2004 IHB.  

November 12, 2004, was the date 

of the second annual Barbershop-

per of the Year (BOTY) reunion 

dinner held at the Milano Inn.  

Twenty-four past Indianapolis chap-

ter BOTYs and spouses/significant 

others attended.  The program was 

organized by Bob Boehmer  and 

Larry Anthony .  Attendees and 

year they were BOTY:  Larry and 

Marty Anthony (2003), Bob and 

Barney Boehmer (2001), Steve 

Cline (1993), Duane Henry and 

Micci Richardson (2000), David 

Hiner (1994), George Houk (1988), 

Vic and Louise Kendall (1999), 

Butch and Sharon Kennedy (1991), 

Lynn Martin (1989), Carrie McVay 

(for Ben McVay, 1987, deceased), 

Gene and Linda Newcombe (1971), 

Joan Nyikos (for Dick Nyikos, 1981, 

deceased), Jim and Jane Patterson 

(1996), and Harry and Mary Lou 

Roembke (1985).  (Material taken 

from The Beat, Vol. 35, Issue 11, 

December, 2004, R. Duane 

Henry , editor).  

Ten Years Ago  

As the year 1999 came 

to a close, chorus direc-

tor Howard Foster  re-

viewed the year:  ñIôve 

not usually been one to 

do a óyear-in-reviewô arti-

cle, but I owe a brief 

glance at the year be-

hind.  What a great per-

formance we had per-

forming with the Indianapolis 

Childrenôs Choir!  The Clowes Hall 

and Warren shows were challenges 

and opportunities that we met.  Fall 

contest was an occasion for show-

ing what weôre capable of, and fi-

nally we have 10 quartets having a 

full or partial affiliation with us.ò 

Bob Boehmer, Music Vice Presi-

dent, summed up his last term in 

office with these thoughts:  ñOn 

one hand, Iôll be relieved not to 

have the weekly pressures of lead-

ership and the difficulties that at-

tend the job, but it will also be a 

loss to me.  I have enjoyed serving 

the chapter in this capacity, be-

cause it has brought me a lot of 

personal satisfaction.ò   

Terry Silke, Membership Vice 

President, stated in his last article, 

ñWhile Iôm on a serious bent, let me 

say what a privilege it has been to 

work with our president, Duane 

Henry , and the other members of 

the board.  With all of the free time 

Iôm going to have, Iôll volunteer to 

be Bobby Knightôs hunting partner 

or maybe get on Al Goreôs staff to 

help him dream up more things that 

h e  c l a i m s  t o  h a v e  i n -

vented.ò  (Article taken from Inside 

The Pride, Vol. 30, Issue 12, De-

cember, 1999, Brad McAlexan-

der, editor).  

Lew Gillespie 


