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Circle City Soundébébs mission [Is to perform with excell e

and encourage singing within the community, because singing enhances life.

We Did It!

By Jerry E. Troxel, Chapter President and Editor of The BEAT

The Greater Indianapolis Chapter
made its long-awaited return to

the International stage on July 2,

2010. The Philadelphia Conven-
tion Center was the site of this
historic event. Our most recent
previous trip to International

competition was in 1993.

Thirteen was our lucky number
throughout the weeks and
months preceding the contestd
we were seeded 13th coming in,
we were 13th in the hotel draw,
our director 6s
placed 13th in the quartet semi-
finals. And so, where did we fin-
ishd 13th! We are proud of our
accomplishment, and rightly so. We were a relative un- Forefront , Heatwave , 65 South , and Instant Clas-
known going into the contest, and we turned some sic (see scores on page 12). It was exciting to be a
heads with our solid performance, scoring seventh in the part of their contest successes.

Music category and eighth in Singing.

Now that we have Philly under our belt (many of us,

All the months of planning d intense rehearsals, retreats, literally), whatos next ? iKans
special coaching sessions, working out travel logistics Ne xt year 0s I nternational conve
and doing several fundraisersd paid off for us, with 75 City, Missouri, and we are already hard at work, prepar-
members singing their hearts out on stage. ing for Cardinal District fall prelims, to earn the right to
) represent our district again in International competition
We are so very proud of our chorus, our director, and next year. Congratulations, CC
each of our chapter-connected quartets as welld do this again!
CCS Newsletter Receives Society Honor
This publication and your editor were honored w'//h tlthi rd ¢

tional Bulletin Contest. Winner of the contest was 7Tumble-Words, Colby, Kansas Chap-

ter, Owen Herndon, editor. In second place was the Dunaalk (Md.) Charivari Tom PRGBE
Wheatley, editor. This is the second consecutive year that 7he BEAThas placed third in d ] 4

this contest.
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Harmony Society,
a proud member of
the Cardinal District.

Chapter Leadership 2010

President
Jerry Troxel

VP Chapter Development
Steve Cline

VP Music & Performance
Duane Henry

VP PR & Marketing
Randy Freeman

VP Operations
Larry Anthony

Secretary
Tom Bradley

Treasurer
Jim Sauder

Board Members at Large
Jeff Boyd, David Foults,
Andrew Myer

Immediate Past President
Jim Rosenau

Director
Garry Texeira

Assistant Director
Andrew Myer

Circle City Sound meets every
Monday at 7:00 p.m.
at Christ Lutheran Church
345 N. Kitley Ave.
Indianapolrs, Indiana 46219

Craft Corner

Singing In Tune
Seventh in a series of nine articles
by Freddie King

(from the Dundal k, Chafiear Tom &Vhedtley; ddidopt er 6 s

Chapter 7 0 Song Effects Considerations

If you are coaching or involved with a chorus that tends to go flat, here are
some things you can look for in the composition of the song.

Most choruses sing more in tune when they are singing major keys,
rather than in minor ones. This infers that accustomed hearing affects
pitch since we are used to hearing and singing in major keys. Therefore,
it is a good idea to have a chorus vocalize in minor keys as well as in
the major ones.

If the chorus has pitch difficulties, avoid pieces filled with chromatic
progressions. Stick to the diatonic scale.

If the vowels in the text are predominantly EH, IH, or EE, this may
contribute to flatting since many choruses and quartets control these
vowels poorly.

If the tessitura (average range of the melodic line or voice part) of one
or more parts lies consistently in its high register, this could cause
flatting.

The tessitura of one or more of the voice parts that fall consistently in
the fAibreako area wil!/l cause fl at
area of two or three tones that are sung off -pitch habitually. This is
most frequent on the several notes just below the break.

Melodies that descend and suddenly turn upward are harder to keep in
tune.

Intervals that are repeated in sequence tend to lose their proper interval
relationship in a short time.

Many diphthong combinations can cause flatting.

Greater Indianapolis Chapter
Membership Statistics

Chapter members as of July 1, 2010: 105
Average member age: 55.6
Average years of service: 17.9

Number of active chorus members: 77 (73%)

t

ng.
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Strolling Down Memory Lane

A monthly |

Five Years Ago (August 2005)

ook
by Lew Gillespie, Chapter Historian

back at our

Ten Years Ago (August 2000)

Plans were announced for the fall
2005 Cardinal District convention to
be held in Louisville on September
30 through October 2, 2005. The
guartet semifinals would be held on
Friday night, while the chorus con-
test would be on Saturday, at 1:00
p.m. The quartet finals were
scheduled for Saturday night. This
year, a Ladiesbo
nounced for Saturday morning, as
was a Gospel Hour for Sunday at
9:00 a.m.

At that convention, the chorus that
would represent Cardinal District at
the 2006 International Convention
in Indianapolis would be selected,
as well as the senior quartet that
would carry the Cardinal banner to
Sacramento in January 2006.

Ray Briggs, Cardinal District Presi-
dent, reported on the 2005 Interna-
tional convention held in Salt Lake
City, Ut ah.
selecting chorus contestants
seemed to work well, with 12 wild-
card entries vying for six spots in
the chorus final
monies were patterned after the
Olympics.

Realtime , with Tom Metzger
(Bass), Mark Metzger (Bari), and
John Newell (Lead), all from Van-
couver, B.C., and Tim Broersma
(Tenor) from Lynden, Washington,
won the 2005 International quartet
contest. The Masters of Har-
mony , Mark Hale , Director, from
Santa Fe Springs, California, won
the 2005 International chorus con-
test. Cardinal District quartet rep-
resentative, Ke e p 0Em
finished in 42" place and the cho-
rus representative, T7he Thor-
oughbreds , finished in 19" place.
(material taken from /nky-Notes,
Vol. 54, No. 3, August 2005, Frank
Ridoux, editor).

B rcamtask fina <o-

AnThe

. 0 Opening

Eight chapter
quartets  having
at least one
member from the
Greater Indian-
apolis  Chapter .
prepared to com- ; )
pete in the 2000 ﬁ
Cardinal District i3

w aeyv Gillespie
lumbus, Indiana,

on October 6-7, 2000.

Our chapter quartets in the senior
division were Expressions (Glenn
Hager, Jerry Bean, Dave Russell,
and Jim Sauder), and Four At A

Time (Vic Kendall, Steve Cline, Bob
Boehmer, and Jim Patterson). The
other chapter quartets were Grand
Entrance (Howard Foster, Sonny
Griffith, David Hiner, and Brad

McAlexander), Ha r mo n / (3téve 6

Landau, Jim Rosenau, Jerry Troxel,
and John McQuistion), Keynotes
(KuarteMegel sSgait tHetehisoi, derry
Silke, and Larry Anthony), and St/
At Large (Tom Davis, Don Brown,
Duane Henry, and Dave Coleman).
cere-
Two other quartets would represent
our chapter at contest: Photo Fin-
/sh  (Stuart Light, Steve Golten,
Matt Imel, and Larry Klein) and

Harmonytown  (Jim Beehler, Vic
Lovejoy, Gary Spear, and Jim
Applegate).

Larry Anthony , Music & Perform-
ance V.P., announced that the two
songs for the fall chorus contest
woul d be

and ASouth
The annual fall retreat for contest

G u ensss annpdnced for September 23,

2000, at Cool Creek Park. (articles
taken from /nside The Pride, Vol.
31, Issue 8, August, 2000. Brad
McAlexander, editor).

iGeorgi a
Rampart

chlapt ecaﬁ‘lénaairst ory

of Events

CCS Performance at

Indiana Fever Game
August 6, 6:00 p.m.
Conseco Fieldhouse

Coaching with
Jean Barford
August 9, at rehearsal

Friends and Family
Contest Send -off
September 27
Christ Lutheran Church

Cardinal District
Convention and Contests
October 1 - 2
Columbus, Indiana

Chapter Officer Election
October 11, at rehearsal

CCS Fall Party
October 23
Details TBA

Circle City
Sounds of the Season
November 28, 3:00 p.m.
Ransburg Auditorium,
University of Indianapolis

Artsgarden Holiday Show
December 4, 1:00 p.m.
Circle Centre Mall

For detailed information on all
chapter performances check
our weekly bulletin,

SOUND BYTES
or go to:
www.cilrclecitysound.org
Dn  Myand Wit thed o
$t Members Qnly r sedien . ¢

The deadline for the Septem-
ber issue of 7The BEAT is
August 27. Send articles to:

Jtroxel@ameritech.net
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Expect the Unexpected!

My views on the 2010 International Contests

By Patrick McAlexander

Going into the International competition, there were two

things that were supposed to happen. Number one, Vo-
cal Majority would win the chorus contest so that di-

rector Jim Clancy would win in his last time out. Num-

ber two, Old School/, with three-time champion lead
Joe Connelly and two-time champion tenor Kipp

Buckner , would win gold in the quartet contest. This

win would re-establish Connelly as the man with the
most gold medals and Buckner as the most successful
tenor in Barbershop history. Both of these assumptions
would be put to the test during the week.

Bank of America Collegiate Quartet Contest

My family arrived at the convention center on Tuesday
evening, just in time to see the collegiate quartet con-
test. It proved to be a fantastic competition, with 11

quartets scoring high enough that they could have quali-
fied for the open competition, and the top two scoring

high enough that they could have made the top 20 in
the open competition.

When Swedish Match (| ast year 0s
giate medalists) came out and sang their set, | knew

they would be
the  winners.
Tenor Rasmus
Krigstrom

and lead Ja-
kob Stenberg

became the
first two men
to win multiple
collegiate gold

Swedish Match medals  (they
2010 Collegiate Quartet Champion had won sing-
ing the oppo-

site parts with Ringmasters , the 2008 college champs).
They only won by two points, however, beating Pres-
tige , a quartet from Bowling Green State University in
Ohio. Third place went to Spanglish , from Florida. In
fourth place was Go Fish!, another Swedish quartet.
Rounding out the top five was Expedition , who would
go on to compete and place 21% in the open competi-
tion. The
10" place. Their set was impressive, and it included
bass and CCS memberKy | e
of the Stevie Wonder song,
college contest set the tone for a very exciting, competi-
tive, and entertaining week.

Quartet Quarter _-finals and Semi__-finals

The next morning we walked over from the Marriott,
where we were staying, to the Sheraton for a chorus
rehearsal. It was a great way of getting into the mind-
set of the competition, but we had to miss a few quar-
tets in the proc-
ess. We did
arrive in time to
see 2009 third-
place  medalist
Storm Frontos
uproariously
funny renditions

of AnWher e or

Wh eno qand

i What a Wo n -

derful Wo r | d o Storm Front
and noticed

that they were singing better than they had ever sung
before. Within the next half hour, the frontrunners, O/d
School , were on the stage,

s e camch dnging | choeds.  Something was wrong, though.
fifoompho

They were missi t he

previous years.

ng

Perhaps this would be a contest after all.

There were other impressive quartets. One of these was
The Allies , a perennial top 10 quartet based in Colum-
bus, Ohio, whose lead, Dave Calland , had coached our
chorus in the fall of 2008. Musical Island Boys , the
2006 collegiate champions from New Zealand and 2009
10" place finalists, wowed the audience and garnered
comparisons to 2008 champs OC Times. Masterpiece ,
made up of three former champs and a top 20 lead,
sang well, as did the 2005 collegiate champs Men in
Black .

There was one quartet in particular, however, that set
itself apart. Swedish quartet Ringmasters , |l ast
fourth place bronze medalists (and the first non -North
American quartet to earn a medal), came out and sang a
Beatles song and the same Stevie Wonder song Instant

C a/nstant whadsic Dfinishedrin ¢ tCRssic had sung in the collegiate contest (except a dif-

ferent arrangement). Their clean singing and unique

Ki t zamangement 6 ssound made them a contender, but their questionable

dirahgements put thdm. ubider héabyl scritiny framl the,
traditionalists.

(Continued on pags)

year

t

Singi n¢

he



