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Calendar  
of Events 

 
 

Cardinal District Convention 
Louisville, Kentucky 

October 5 - 7 
 

Midwinter Convention 
San Antonio, Texas 

January 20 - 27, 2008 
 

BOTY Banquet and  
Installation of Officers 

February 1, 2008 
 

Cardinal District Convention 
Louisville, Kentucky 

April 4 - 6, 2008 
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Circle City Sound’s mission is to perform with excellence in the barbershop style  
and encourage singing within the community, because we believe that singing enhances life. 

�  �  

For detailed information on all 
chapter performances 

(repertoire, uniform, meeting 
time and place, parking, etc.), 

check our weekly  
bulletin, 

� � �� � �� � 	 
 � �
 

 or go to: 
www.circlecitysound.org 

and visit the 
Members Only section 

The newsletter deadline for the 
September issue of The Beat is  

August 23. Send articles to:  
 

jtroxel@ameritech.net  
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Greater Indianapolis, Indiana, 
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If you haven’t read the current issue of The Harmonizer, be sure to check 
out the article on the formation of the Westminster Chorus, the recent win-
ners of the International Chorus Competition in Denver.  What a success 
story!  They didn’t just happen, but were the result of the support and en-
couragement of their sponsor, The Masters of Harmony, under the direc-
tion of Mark Hale, who most of you will remember was the driving force 
behind the formation and success of the Louisville Times chorus of our 
own Cardinal District. 

I think we will all agree that the future of our Society will depend on intro-
ducing our style of music to the high schools and colleges, and that they 
will respond best by being influenced by younger men. What we have to 
realize is that this age group responds to the “fraternity” concept.  That is, 
they want to sing with their peers.  They are much more likely to join a 
group of guys their own age than men who are 20 to 60 years older.  They 
also feel more welcome in a group designed around their own level of 
commitment they can offer at this stage in their lives.  They, more than 
likely, cannot meet the commitment needs of traditional choruses like 
ours. 

The late, great Lloyd Steinkamp was the single biggest influence on the 
Westminster Chorus when he taught them, “The competition is great, but 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 “Maybe we should spend more time having fun 
with our friends when the music is over…” 
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Greater Indianapolis 
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President 
Jim Rosenau 

 

PR & Marketing VP 
Larry Anthony 

 

Chapter Development VP 
Steve Cline 

 

Music & Performance VP 
Duane Henry 

 

Program VP 
John McQuistion 

 

Secretary 
Tom Bradley 

 

Treasurer 
Jim Sauder 
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Jerry Troxel 

 

Board Members at Large 
David Bloomer 

Brad McAlexander 
Lucas Snyder 

 

Director 
Bryan Hughes 

 

Assistant Director 
Drew Stainbrook 

 
__________ 

 
Chapter meetings: 
 Mondays at 7:00 pm 

at Christ Lutheran Church 
345 N. Kitley Ave. 

 
Guests are always welcome. 

 

Board meetings: 
The third Wednesday of each 

month at 7:30 pm 
at the chapter president's home.  
All chapter members are encour-

aged to attend. 

remember we are a singing fraternity.  Somewhere along the line, we 
seem to have forgotten that ‘fraternity’ means hanging out and having 
fun with your friends when the singing is over.”  This set the tone for the 
Westminster approach to our hobby. 

So what does this say to us?  Maybe we should spend more time having 
fun with our friends when the singing is over to build our camaraderie, 
our fraternity.  And maybe we should consider sponsoring a youth cho-
rus in our area.  It may be more beneficial to our hobby to have another 
younger chapter to complement the experience of ours.  Think about 
that! 

But what about us, what about now?  The average age of the men in our 
society is 62 years old.  We need to recruit younger members into our 
chapter to keep it going, just maybe not so much younger that they don’t 
stay around because they don’t relate to us.  In our upcoming August 
Membership Drive, let’s make an effort to reduce the average age of our 
chapter by three years by the end of 2007.  Try to recruit guys who are 
10 to 15 years younger.  Remember to ask everyone you come in contact 
with, “Who do you know who likes to sing?” 

The AUGUST MEMBERSHIP DRIVE will be the last three Mondays in 
August—the 13th, 20th and 27th.  Let’s all get behind this effort and 
invite a singer friend or acquaintance to join our “fraternity.”  Accept the 
challenge that YOU can find at least one guy to bring to at least one 
guest night, believe that YOU can do it, and then don’t stop until you 
have succeeded.   

It can make an incredible difference to our chorus!                

(Continued from page 1) 
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I am enjoying my return to Barbershopping.  I was in the 
Indianapolis chapter for 20 years, out for 20 years because 
of job responsibilities, and (as I told Lyle Pettigrew) back 
for the next 30 years.   

Do you know that there are about 1,000,000 people within a 
30-minute driving time of our rehearsal location?  Twenty 
thousand of these are probably good singing men who would 
enjoy our group and maybe like getting out of the house for 
an evening.  Anyway, the potential for membership is great, 
and we offer a unique experience for great singing and a lot 
of fun! 

—Tom Frank 
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK  
 
Have you noticed? Our newsletter is shrinking!  Officers and others have not been consis-
tently submitting articles each month, and it has become increasingly difficult for me to fill 
the ten pages that I used to do each month.  Brad, Lucas and Steve have been very faithful 
in submitting articles each month, but we need to hear from our other officers, leaders and 
“men on the risers” as well, especially with this being Lucas’s last article.  I look forward to 
receiving articles from many more of you for our next issue.  

�����	�
�	����	�����	
As I write this, my time in Indy is winding down. By the time you read this, I may have already begun my jour-
ney across the country toward Tucson, Arizona.  As this is my last newsletter article, I would like to take the op-
portunity to reflect on my experience with the Circle City Sound and to thank all the members that made it en-
joyable. 

The first time I came to a CCS rehearsal was in October 2005.  I had never sung barbershop music before, but I 
was instantly hooked.  My first gig was Christmas Caroling at the ArtsGarden, which was a lot of fun.  In all, I 
think I’ve done ten performances with CCS, including Singing Valentines, Annual Shows, and District Contests.  
I have also been to two International Contests, once as a volunteer and once as a regular spectator.  

In the almost two years that I have been 
with the chorus, I have seen several 
changes take place.  I have seen the 
High School Quartet Contest get off to 
a great start.  I have been a part of the 
Contest Chorus (a good idea which I 
hope does not fade into the history 
books).  To a more subtle degree, I 
have seen the changing face of the chorus as new mem-
bers come (keep it up) and as old ones go (like me, I guess). 

I have been honored this year to serve as one of your Board Members at Large.  I have learned a lot about all the 
hard work that goes on behind the scenes and would encourage anyone to 
go to a board meeting sometime to gain the same appreciation. 

Most of all, I am impressed by the camaraderie of barbershoppers.  Other 
than family, I had never spent much time with people outside my own 
age group before joining CCS.  I now realize that, while I have not had 
many of the same life experiences as some older members, there is still 
very much that we have in common.  Really, all that matters is that we all 
enjoy ringing a good old barbershop chord. 

In conclusion, I want to extend a huge thanks to all the members of the Circle City Sound for making my time 
with the chorus so memorable.  I look forward to meeting new friends in Tucson, but I will never forget my 
friends in Indianapolis! 

Many Thanks and Best Wishes, 

Lucas Snyder  

		����
	������	
   BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE 	

“Most of all, I am impressed by the camara-
derie of barbershoppers…”  
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“My most memorable International convention was in July 2007.  I have only had the privilege of attending two 
International conventions since I’ve been a member of the Barbershop Harmony Society.  The 2006 convention 
in Indianapolis was very memorable, and I enjoyed being a part of the host chapter, but, I suppose because I just 
returned from Denver on July 8th, everything about this year’s convention is still so fresh in my mind.  I doubt 
very seriously that I will forget either convention.” 

“I definitely learned more about barbershopping while I was in Denver, and my experience there has created a 
true hunger within me to learn a lot more.  I came away from the convention with one question in my mind:  ‘I 
wonder how many guys in Indy are interested in singing at International?’  I do hope to sing on the International 
stage some day.  It would be great to be there as a member of Circle City Sound.  Of course, I wouldn’t mind 
being a member of a quartet some day.  We’ll see.” 

—Randy Freeman 

“My most memorable International Convention was in Calgary, 1993, when the Pride of Indy competed.  About 
40 guys were scheduled to fly out of Indy on a Wednesday afternoon.  When I arrived, Jim Beehler and I went to 
check in our luggage and the porter told us that our flight had been cancelled because of a power shutdown in 
Denver.  We were flying United.” 

“Eventually, United flew us to Chicago, and put all 40 guys and wives up for the night, and gave us meal money. 
The next day, all of the chorus guys and wives flew Air Canada to Calgary, and we had missed most of Thurs-
day's activities.  As  a side note, the Pride of Indy finished in 18th place in this competition.  So, the moral of this 
story is that ‘United doesn't always begin with U.’”  

—Lew Gillespie 

“So many Internationals, so little space.  Two short memories.” 

“San Francisco—1976.  Picture 100+ men, wives, sweethearts and two doves on a charter plane. We sang great 
and finished sixth and the camaraderie was excellent.” 

“Minneapolis in the late 1970s. Pulling into the Lemington Motor Inn, we were greeted by black and white car-
pet, a banner over the entrance ‘Speed Capital Chorus’ and Ben McVey sitting on the window ledge washing his 
windows. The Motor Inn had been closed and reopened just for our chorus. Not the best accommodations, but 
we had the entire main floor bar and restaurant as our 24 hospitality suite. Singing - not as good. Camaraderie - 
excellent. On a personal note, I was joined on stage by two sons and a son-in-law.” 

—Harry Roembke 

“My most memorable International is a very easy pick—Indy 2006.  Jerry and Jim, as co-chairs, had things run-
ning smoothly, our chapter did an outstanding job of hosting, the facilities were excellent (and close, no bus 
ride), the weather cooperated, and the contests were incredible.  I got to sing in the mic-tester chorus and on the 
World Harmony Jamboree.  We witnessed one of the most innovative and entertaining chorus performances 
ever, by the Midwest Vocal Express (one that folks are still talking about), and Vocal Spectrum, one of my top 
five favorite quartets, won the gold.  To top it all off, just being at the Westin Hotel Saturday night after the 
quartet contest and being a part of the absolutely wall-to-wall quartetting was worth the price of admission.  
Wow! What more could you ask of an International?  O.C. Cash would have been proud!” 

 —Duane Henry 
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It’s funny what a person can find when he isn’t look-
ing for anything in particular, and that’s exactly what 
happened when Coy Hutcherson discovered barber-
shop.  One day about nine years ago, Coy was wander-
ing through the music section of a Best Buy when his 
eyes spotted a 3-CD set of live barbershop quartet per-
formances.  Always a music lover, he thought it 
sounded intriguing; and besides, the set was only $10.   

When he began listening to it, he was captivated by 
the wonderful sounds he heard, in particular the bass 
singers’ performances, like Ben Ayling’s flyer on The 
Ritz’s “Sweet Adeline.”  Soon he started to sing along 
with the recordings, and began learning how to sing 
barbershop bass.  Unfortunately, though, he had no 
idea at the time that there was a barbershop group 
right here in Indianapolis. 

Coy has lived in Indianapolis all his life, and attended 
Warren Central High School.  After high school, he 
attended Lincoln Tech, where he learned to repair 
semi trucks.  Currently he works on semis at the Fly-
ing J Service Center full-time, and part-time for a 
friend’s business repairing heavy equipment like bull-
dozers and front loaders. 

Coy sang in choirs in elementary school and junior 
high, but didn’t audition for any groups in high school, 
not realizing until later that there were groups at War-
ren that he could have easily joined.  He kept active 
musically, though, continuing to play guitar, electric 
bass guitar, and string bass. After high school, he 
found his way back to singing through his church, 
where he now often sings solos for his congregation. 

Speaking of his congregation, Coy became an or-
dained minister in 2001.  He shares responsibilities 
with two other ministers at the Lighthouse Community 
Church. 

In 2003, Coy married his high school sweetheart, Am-
ber.  Between her work as a massage therapist, her 
Bible study group, and her softball team, Amber stays 
busy too.  Coy claims he has no non-musical hobbies, 
but the two of them really enjoy trying different res-
taurants around Indy. 

So, are you wondering how Coy found CCS?  Three 
or four summers ago, he saw us performing by the 
Canal at the Indiana Historical Society.  Much later he 
called our “hotline” and talked with Bill Camp-
bell.  Last summer, after our international convention, 
he visited us regularly and became an official Society 
and chapter member last December. 

Although his barbershop career 
is still very young, Coy already 
has a great barbershop high-
light—singing with an interna-
tional champion quartet.  Re-
member that CD set at Best 
Buy?  When Coy learned that 
our 2007 Annual Show guest 
was Power Play, he wore out the 
two PP cuts, “For Me and My 
Gal” and “Dream/Dream a Little Dream of Me,” in 
hopes of singing with the Slamkas sometime during 
the show weekend.  He got his wish and sang both 
songs with them.  (I happened to see him singing with 
them, and he absolutely nailed both songs; it was like 
watching a kid with a new bike on Christmas morning. 
Very cool.  B.M.)   

Coy has a lot of musical talent and enthusiasm, so at 
24 years old his barbershop future looks very promis-
ing.  If you’re looking for a great bass to sing a song 
or tag with after rehearsal, grab him—you won’t be 
disappointed! 
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by Brad McAlexander 

    8/2 Bob Brown 

    8/3 Steve Grimes 

    8/5 Jim Pyle 

    8/7 Bob Kallstrand 

    8/7 Larry Tolle 

    8/12 Coy Hutcherson 

    8/13 Bob Boehmer 

    8/13 Bud Carey 

    8/13 Duane Henry 

    8/13 Harry Roembke 

    8/18 John Weiss 

    8/22 Ray Hunt 

    8/28 Pat Stevens 

    8/29 Wayne Alford 

    8/31 Bill Campbell 
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Jerry E. Troxel, Editor 
129 Yorkshire Blvd. 

Indianapolis, IN  46229 
 

jtroxel@ameritech.net 
317 891-1634 
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Monday, July 3, Circle City Sound had a surprise birthday celebration for member Phil Miller, in honor of Phil’s  
96th birthday that day.  Phil is shown here cutting his cake, and posing with fellow CCS members with early 
July birthdays, Kevin Curry, Jim Landers and Lew Gillespie. 

—photos courtesy of Morrie Turner 


